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CHASE OUTRIGHT!  Contact  us  first,  describing  your  material.  Include  your 
address  and  telephone  numbers. 


SacquEH  01.  Sr.. 
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Established  1947 
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From  NYC:  662-2777 
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Proofs  of  Another  Color — 
United  States  Airmails 

by  JOSEPH  R.  KIRKER,  JR. 


URiNG  the  past  two  decades,  your  author  has  been  fortunate  enough  to 
acquire  four  highly  prized  items  for  his  specialized  collection  of  early  U.S. 

lairpost  issues  — Scott -listed  airmail  trial  color  proofs.  Three  of  these  include 

the  1923  16<P  (#C5)  in  dark  green,  the  1926  15<C  issue  in  orange,  and  the  1946  5<P  issue  in 
blue.  All  of  these  are  large  dies,  although  the  1984  Scott’s  “Specialized”  lists  the  last- 
mentioned  incorrectly  as  a small  die  proof.  Readers  should  note  the  new  addition  of 
this  5$  proof  to  the  1984  catalogue,  as  well  as  the  omission  of  two  previously  listed 
1947  15<t  proofs,  which  are  replaced  by  the  same  value  in  brown  violet. 

This  ISC  item,  as  well  as  the  catalogue  changes,  are  the  subject  of  this  article  and 
the  extensive  research  concerning  that  value. 


In  December  of  1974,  I was  successful  bidder  in  a Harmer,  Rooke  auction  to  purchase 
one  of  the  then  two  listed  1947  15C  (#C35)  trial  color  proofs,  this  copy  being  described 

as  the  violet  black.  Also  listed  in  the  then-current  Scott’s  was  the  same  value  in  dark 

violet.  This  acquisition  immediately  prompted  my  search  for  the  fourth  listed  item  in  dark 
violet,  as  I hoped  to  acquire  examples  of  all  Scott-listed  airmail  trial  colors. 

Inquiries  went  out  immediately  to  many  auction  firms,  dealers,  specialists,  and  philatelic 
organizations,  along  with  ads  in  numerous  weekly  and  monthly  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

H.R.  Harmer’s  “Matthews”  sale  of  November  4,  1964  gave  the  most  recent  listing  of 
the  desired  proof,  which  was  described  thus: 

“15<i:  large  trial  color  die  proof  in  dark  violet  on  India  (86mm  x 76mm)  die  sunk  on 
card  (204mm  x 150mm),  very  fine.  A reversed  ‘C’  has  been  punched  out  at  top  right. 
Unique  . . . .” 

My  first  inquiry  went  out  to  Harmer,  Rooke  & Co.,  where  I had  secured  the  violet 
black,  and  a most  kind  response  from  Mr.  Irv  Koslow  of  Stampazine  was  received: 

“I  recall  having  sold  C35TC  Dark  Violet,  large  die,  (with  a ‘C’  punch  in  design) 
about  2 or  3 years  ago.  Since  my  customer  has  never  sold  any  of  the  stamps  or 
proofs  in  his  collection,  I assume  he  still  has  it.” 

Mr.  Koslow  was  kind  enough  to  forward  a personal  letter  to  his  anonymous  client  from  me, 
but  I unfortunately  received  no  reply.  At  this  time  I believed  this  to  be  the  proof  from  the 
“Matthews”  sale. 

Replies  from  Georges  Medawar  of  Nicholas  Sanabria,  Irwin  Heiman,  Robert  A.  Siegel, 
Raymond  Weill,  Vahan  Mozian,  Falk  Finkelburg,  Richard  A.  Thompson  (AAMS)  and 
many  other  prominent  personages  were  only  able  to  shed  light  on  one  color  or  the  other,  but 

never  both. 

A follow-up  letter  from  Falk  Finkelburg  arrived  after  he  and  I had  discussed  the 
similarities  in  color  of  the  two  listed  1947  proofs: 


4 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  161 


“In  my  answer  to  yours  of  recent  date,  I have  given  you  my  opinion.  But,  on 
second  thought,  it  could  be  possible  that  there  exists  only  one  color  of  this  proof. 
Whoever  listed  it  in  the  catalog  probably  saw  it  at  different  times  under  different 
light,  and  assumed  that  they  were  different  colors  . . . This  is  purely  my  theory.’’ 

Discussing  the  Scott  listings,  Mr.  James  B.  Hatcher  contacted  me  shortly  thereafter: 

“Unfortunately  we  have  no  record  of  the  source  of  the  listing  of  U.S.  #C35TC,  the 
15<P  dark  violet  trial  color  proof.  The  15<P  violet  black  proof  was  listed  first  in  the 
1953  U.S.  Specialized.  The  15<C  dark  violet  was  first  listed  in  the  1966  edition,  under 
the  editorship  of  Eugene  N.  Costales.  I have  asked  Mr.  Costales  about  this  item. 

He  believes  it  is  definitely  not  a duplication  of  the  earlier  violet  black  listing.” 

Until  now  I had  not  been  questioning  the  existence  of  the  other  color,  only  entertaining 
hopes  of  location  and  acquisition.  To  confirm  this  near  “twin,”  letters  went  out  immediately 
to  the  U.S.  Postal  Service,  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 
(Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing). 

The  first  response  came  from  Donald  Moler  of  the  U.S.P.S.  Stamps  Services  Division 
(March  20,  1975): 

“We  have  discussed  the  proofing  of  the  15<t  airmail  stamp  with  officials  of  the 
BEP  . . . The  Bureau  prepared  14  proofs  of  this  stamp.  All  proofs  were  made 
using  green  ink.  The  Bureau  advised  that  they  have  no  record  of  proofs  being  made 
in  dark  violet  or  violet  black.” 

Of  course,  the  proof  in  my  possession  was  not  in  green,  and  a follow-up  letter,  again 
from  Mr.  Moler,  arrived  several  weeks  later  (U.S.P.S.  — May  8,  1975): 

“A  second  review  was  made  of  the  BEP  records  . . . Additional  data  was  de- 
veloped, however,  that  Mr.  Carl  Arlt  was  the  picture  engraver  for  the  15<t  design.  It 
was  customary  at  the  time  to  furnish  the  engraver  with  what  is  termined  a ‘stock 
proof.’  The  stock  proofs,  which  were  generally  on  paper  approximately  5"  x 8"  in 
size,  were  punched  with  the  letter  ‘C,’  and  then  considered  cancelled.  You  are  in 
possession  of  a die  proof  which  was  made  for  stock  purposes  and  which  Mr.  Arlt 
took  with  him  . . . While  it  is  probably  possible  to  determine  how  many  stock 
proofs  were  made,  the  records  will  not  indicate  the  colors  that  were  used.” 

Continued  efforts  to  locate  the  dark  violet  proof  met  no  success,  and  it  became  more 
evident  that  the  two  could  very  well  be  one  and  the  same.  While  the  original  Matthews  sale 
had  listed  that  proof  as  dark  violet,  the  sizes  of  the  India  paper  and  card,  as  well  as  the 
location  of  the  punched  “C,”  were  identical  to  my  example.  Unfortunately,  there  were  no 
records  in  that  Harmer  sale  showing  any  information  on  the  reverse  side,  such  as  the  author- 
ization stamp  or  control  number. 

The  control  number  alone  would  have  proven  at  least  the  status  of  the  Matthew’s  15C 
proof,  compared  to  the  item  in  my  collection — control  #923931  A.  Assuming  the  “other” 
color  did  not  exist,  combined  with  the  lack  of  any  official  records  showing  any  colors  besides 
the  finally  issued  green,  it  became  evident  that  a process  of  elimination  was  necessary.  Re- 
gardless of  colors,  perhaps  it  could  be  proven  that  only  a single  proof  was  available  in 
private  hands  and  therefore  my  copy  was  unique  to  collectors,  and  the  omission  of  one  color 
in  Scott’s  listing  should  be  made. 
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Actually,  should  this  be  proven,  the  color  designation  for  listing  wouldn’t  matter. 
Attempting  to  describe  any  differences  between  dark  violet  and  violet  black  is  too  subtle  a 
task  to  tackle,  especially  with  only  a single  reference  copy.  If  both  did  exist  and  could  be 
compared  side  by  side,  perhaps  a minor  shade  difference  could  be  debated,  but  the  viewing 
conditions  would  have  to  be  identical.  I chose  to  assume  my  copy  was  the  only  one  in  private 
hands,  regardless  of  color  description. 

A response  from  Mr.  D.H.  Payne  of  the  BEP  in  November  of  1975  revealed  the 
following : 


“There  were  a total  of  28  proofs  produced  for  this  stamp,  all  of  which  have  been 
accounted  for  and  destroyed  except  4.  Of  these  4,  the  impression  control  numbers 
and  disposition  are  as  follows: 


923931 

924646 

926416 

926417 


Carl  Arlt  (Engraver) 

Chief,  Office  of  Engraving 
Post  Office  (Schedule  #EN-18) 
Post  Office  (BEP  letter  7-16-47)’’ 


Eliminating  the  latter  three,  if  possible,  seemed  an  easy  solution  to  the  final  status  of 
923931  and  the  two  colors.  Such  was  not  to  be,  as  another  letter  from  the  USPS  arrived: 


“We  have  discussed  the  proofing  of  the  ISC  airmail  stamp  with  officials  of  the  BEP 
and  they  have  advised  as  follows:  The  Bureau  prepared  14  proofs  of  this  stamp.  All 
proofs  were  made  using  green  ink  and  one  was  furnished  the  engraver,  one 
delivered  to  the  Post  Office  Department  (which  is  on  hand)  and  12  remain  at  the 
Bureau.  The  Bureau  advised  that  they  have  no  record  of  proofs  being  made  in  dark 
violet  or  violet  black.’’ 


My  hope  of  a simple  solution  had  become  one  of  conflict  and  confusion,  and  the 
project  was  put  aside  until  another  request  and  response  arrived  from  Mr.  James  R. 
Williams  of  the  USPS  (August  9,  1979): 

“The  Postal  Service  has  in  its  possession  die  proof  No.  926417.  We  also  have 
another  die  proof  without  a number.  This  occurred  when  the  die  proof  was  cut 
from  the  usual  6"  x 8"  mounting  card  for  apparently  displaying  purposes  and  the 
number  was  not  transferred  to  the  new  mounting.  The  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing  does  have  die  proof  no.  924647.  Die  proof  no.  924646  cited  in  your  letter 
was  destroyed  by  the  Bureau.  All  of  the  die  proofs  are  in  green  ink.’’ 

At  least  several  of  the  proofs  could  now  be  accounted  for  as  having  been  either  destroyed 
or  in  the  possession  of  the  USPS  or  BEP.  Of  course,  not  all  of  the  proofs  were  printed  in 
green  ink.  Combining  the  above  disposition  information  with  the  November,  1975  letter 
from  the  BEP,  we  can  certify  the  following: 

Proof  #924646 — Destroyed  at  the  BEP 
" #926417  — USPS  archives 

" #924647  — BEP  archives 

" #926416— Quite  possibly  the  cut 

down  item  — USPS 
" #923931— Author’s  collection 
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This  would  account  for  only  one  proof  in  private  hands,  and  therefore,  the  unique 
status  of  my  trial  color.  However,  the  BEP  letter  of  November,  1975  states  that  all  of  the 
proofs  have  been  accounted  for  and  destroyed  except  four,  yet  the  above  list  is  five!  Allow- 
ing for  the  destruction  of  /^24646,  there  remains  one  proof  too  many  on  the  above,  as  that 
item  would  be  removed  from  the  BEP  list. 

Clearly,  conflicting  data  hid  the  answer,  and,  after  another  period  of  several  years  dura- 
tion, a lengthy  letter  discussing  these  was  forwarded  to  the  BEP  in  early  1983. 

While  awaiting  the  response  from  the  Bureau,  I made  contact  once  again  with  Mr. 
James  B.  Hatcher  of  Scott  Publishing  to  inform  him  of  my  efforts  in  finally  correcting  or 
verifying  the  listings  of  the  C35  trial  colors.  Mr.  Hatcher  asked  to  view  the  proof  in  my 
possession,  and  it  was  forwarded  for  his  inspection.  I had  told  him  I was  personally  con- 
vinced that  the  proof  he  was  to  view  was  the  only  trial  color  of  the  1947  15<P  airmail  in 
private  hands,  and  a relisting  of  these  should  be  based  solely  on  /^23931. 

The  1984  Scott’s  U.S.  Specialized  Catalogue  now  lists  only  one  one  proof  in  trial  color 
for  this  issue,  and  the  color  has  been  changed  to  brown  violet.  Regardless  of  the  color 
description  given  #923931,  its  existence  is  verified.  My  “chameleon”  proof  had  changed 
colors  again. 

Extensive  phone  conversations  and  letters  to  the  BEP  were  rewarded  in  late  1983  by  a 
very  lengthy  reply  from  Mr.  William  H.  Perkier,  Manager  of  Public  Affairs  at  the  Bureau.  A 
simple  solution  to  the  colors  and  existence  of  the  15<P  proofs  was  not  to  be  had,  as  the  in- 
depth  study  by  Mr.  Perkier  revealed. 

Quoting  from  this  response: 

“Records  contained  in  the  log  on  the  ‘Stamp  History’  for  the  ISC  Airmail 
Stamp  of  1947  identified  two  dies  that  had  been  engraved.  Records  on  ‘Postage 
Stamp  Die  #1181’  and  ‘Miscellaneous  Die  #17302’  led  us  to  the  ‘Proof  Account- 
ability Record  Book’  numbers  2 and  43. 

“Every  stamp  must  have  a ‘Stamp  History’  log.  This  log  normally  identifies  all 
dies  generated.  Each  die  has  a ‘history’  card  and  leads  us  to  the  ‘Proof  Account- 
ability Record  Book’.  Each  proof  that  is  pulled  is  normally  given  a number  from 
this  record  book.  These  proofs  are  used  to  determine  the  quality  and  accuracy  of 
the  die  and  may  be  printed  in  any  color.  Proofs  for  color  approval  are  identified 
and  are  so  noted  in  the  ‘Stamp  History’  log.  A record  is  not  kept,  showing  the 
color  of  other  proofs.” 

Much  technical  information  is  discussed  in  the  letter  also,  most  of  which  is  not  pertinent 
to  this  research,  but  some  must  be  mentioned.  Some  proofs  were  pulled  from  die  #17302,  but 
these  and  the  die  were  destroyed  in  early  1959.  Concerning  die  #1181,  there  were  at  least  120 
proofs  pulled  during  1947,  and  possibly  more  after  that  period.  In  some  cases  14  proofs  were 
pulled  at  one  time,  and  28  at  other  times.  These  figures  probably  account  for  the  amounts 
mentioned  in  the  March  20,  1975  USPS  reply  and  the  November  6,  1975  Bureau  letter.  Their 
information  was  not  totally  incorrect,  only  incomplete. 

Most  of  the  many  proofs  pulled  were  destroyed  immediately,  although  why  produced  at 
all  is  not  recorded.  It  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Perkier  that  23  proofs  may  still  exist,  or  more 
specifically,  the  logs  do  not  show  that  they  were  ever  destroyed,  and  their  printed  colors  are 
not  recorded. 

Of  these  23,  the  locations  of  four  items  have  been  verified: 

Proof  #926417  — USPS  archives 
" #924647  — BEP  archives 

" #926416 — Confirmed  to  the  POD,  trimmed  # 
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" ^23931 — Given  to  Mr,  Arlt  on  6/30/47 

(author’s  collection) 

Only  three  of  all  proofs  pulled  at  all  were  color-recorded.  Two  of  these,  one  in  brown 
and  one  in  maroon,  were  destroyed.  The  other,  #924647,  was  printed  in  green  and  represents 
the  issued  stamp  color. 

It  is  apparent  that  numerous  proofs  in  other  than  the  final  chosen  color  for  the  stamp 
may  very  well  exist,  possibly  in  collectors’  hands.  The  many  records  at  the  BEP  are  complex, 
but  unless  every  existing  proof  and  color  can  be  confirmed,  it  is  not  possible  to  prove  my 
1947  15<C  trial  color  to  be  unique.  If  other  examples  are  in  private  hands,  perhaps  they  will 
come  forth.  At  least  the  present  Scott  listing  of  the  single  item  I possess  is  confirmed.  The 
attempt  to  prove  an  item  does  not  exist  has  not  been  possible,  but  only  seeing  other  examples 
would  convince  me  otherwise. 


Early  U.S.  Airmail  Designers  and  Engravers 

In  the  course  of  his  research  on  the  U.S.  “Beacon”  airmail  (Scott  Cll),  Philip  Silver 
checked  with  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  to  verify  Johl’s  identification  of  the  en- 
gravers of  the  design.  Johl  named  L.5.  Schofield  and  E.  Hall.  The  Bureau  responded  with 
L.C,  Schofield,  vignette  engraver;  C.F.  Wittenauer,  frame  engraver;  and  E.M.  Hall,  letter- 
ing and  numerals  engraver.  Because  of  the  discrepancy  in  the  initials  of  Schofield’s  name, 
Phil  double  checked  with  the  Bureau  and  their  reply  of  Dec.  21,  1983,  signed  by  Betty  L. 
Russell,  Office  of  Public  Affairs,  confirmed  that  they  were  in  error — the  initials  are  L.S.  as 
given  by  Johl. 

(Incidentally,  in  that  reply  the  surname  is  misspelled  (?)  as  Scholfield.) 

This  correspondence  pointed  up  that  there  were  several  Halls  at  the  time  — E.  Hall, 
E.M.  Hall,  and  R.  Hall.  “It  appears  that  Johl  mentioned  the  wrong  Hall  on  p.  213  of 
Volume  III  {United  States  Postage  Stamps  of  the  20th  Century)”  Phil  writes. 

In  the  same  correspondence,  he  sought  to  clear  up  several  points  about  the  engravers  of 
Scott  Cl-3  as  well.  For  example,  Johl  states  on  p.  188  that  the  engravers  for  C3  were  J. 
Eissler  and  E.M.  Hall,  while  Thomas  F.  Morris  II  in  his  various  writings  for  this  Journal 
said  they  were  Marcus  W.  Baldwin  (vignette)  and  Edward  M,  Weeks  (lettering  and  frame). 
Johl  does  not  mention  who  the  engravers  of  Cl  and  C2  were,  although  both  stamps  are 
identical  in  design  to  C3. 

The  aforementioned  BEP  letter  of  Dec.  21,  1983  attributes  the  common  design  of  all 
three  stamps  to  C.A.  Huston,  Baldwin  was  indeed  the  vignette  engraver,  with  Weeks  doing 
the  frame  lettering  and  numbers  on  the  24c  but  only  the  frame  and  lettering  on  the  other  two 
denominations;  E.E.  Myers  is  credited  with  the  numerals  on  those  two. 

Again,  a typo  in  the  Bureau  letter  refers  to  “numerals”  and  “numberals.”  This  demon- 
stration of  carelessness  casts  doubts  on  the  accuracy  of  any  information  coming  out  of  that 
organization  these  days,  BRM 
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Security  Printer’s  Letter  Indicates  Use  of 
Daguerreotypes  in  1856  Checks 

based  on  research  in  the  Indiana  State  Archives  by  WENDELL  WOLKA 


HE  following  transcript  of  a letter  from  the  well-known  security  printing  firm  of 
Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland  is  significant  for  its  reference  to  the  use  of  daguerreotypes 
I in  the  preparation  of  engraved  bank  checks.  It  also  displays  some  subtle  salesman- 
ship in  the  printer’s  comment  that  the  daguerreotype  was  a good  likeness  of  Mr.  Jas.  M. 
Ray,  although  Ray  evidently  didn’t  agree  with  that  opinion. 

Transcript  of  Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland  letter  of  October  31,  1856  to  James  M.  Ray,  Cashier 

of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Indiana 

Octr.  31st  1856. 


Jas.  M.  Ray  Esq. 

Dear  Sir.  Yours  of  27th  is  at  hand.  We  enclose  specification  of  the  prices  for  draft  plates  of(?)  which  we 
sent  to  the  parties  whose  names  you  furnished  us  with.  Unless  three  or  four  checks  are  engraved  upon 
one  plate  for  the  bank  it  is  impossible  to  print  that  number  on  a sheet.  From  a single  plate  we  can  only 
print  one  impres.  per  sheet.  Any  number  above  one  engraved  check  will  be  furnished  at  same  price  as 
the  one.  Your  instructions  for  preparing  the  checks  will  be  observed  when  we  put  them  in  hand.  We 
regret  that  you  object  to  the  use  of  your  portrait  — what  one  are  we  to  use  in  its  place.  For  ourselves  we 
think  it  a good  likeness  of  you  as  you  were  at  the  time  the  dtype  was  taken  and  trust  you  may  re- 
consider your  opinion  about  it. 

We  are  much  indebted  for  all  your  kind  offices  in  our  behalf  and  always  intend  to  deserve  the  goodwill 
of  yourself  & friends.  The  drawings  (original)  of  $10,  $20,  $50  & $100  vignettes  are  ready  to  be  sent  to 
you.  We  should  like  to  have  them  framed  for  you  here  as  we  can  have  it  better  done  than  in  Indian- 
apolis and  probably  at  a less  expense.  The  frames  we  should  order  will  be  very  elegant  & appropriate  & 
cost  about  $5  or  $6  ea.  and  we  will  attend  to  it  with  pleasure  if  desired. 

If  you  order  us  to  frame  them  we  will  send  at  the  same  time  the  dauguerreotypes  (sic)  of  portraits  that 
they  may  be  delivered  to  the  proper  owners  as  we  think  that  the  easiest  way  to  have  them  returned 
where  they  belong. 

Yours  very  truly 

Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland 
per  Fred  E.  Bert  (?) 

The  letterhead  is  decorated  with  a note-format  business  card  embellished  with  counters 
advertising : 

“Original  drawings  for  vignettes,  models  for  bank  notes  & designs  for  ornamental  en- 
graving furnished  to  order.’’ 

“The  most  perfect  security  against  alterations  and  counterfeits.  Bank  note  paper  of 
superior  quality  constantly  on  hand  or  manufactured  to  order.’’ 

“Bonds  for  corporations  and  for  governments.  Bills  of  Exchange,  checks,  drafts,  cer- 
tificates, etc.,  etc.  engraved  to  order.’’ 

“Steel  bank  note  plates  engraved  and  printed  by  us  warranted  to  give  30,000  good  im- 
pressions before  and  25,000  after  retouching.’’ 
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Historical  Notes  on  the  Firm  of  Baldwin,  Bald  and  Cousland 

(Compiled  from  the  reference  sources  listed  at  the  end  of  this  article) 

This  was  one  of  the  firms  that  formed  the  May  1,  1858  “Association”  of  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  Its  principals  at  that  time  were  J.  Dorsey  Bald,  George  D.  Baldwin,  and 
William  Cousland.  Bald  became  a trustee  of  the  new  firm.  However,  its  genealogy  has  been 
traced  back  to  pioneer  engraver  Peter  Maverick  in  1802. 
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Engraving  firms  of  the  period  changed  partners  much  as  law  firms  do  today.  Among 
those  with  whom  Baldwin,  Bald  and  Cousland  were  associated  at  various  times  were: 


Robert  Bald,  Engraver,  Philadelphia,  1823-1833. 

Draper,  Underwood,  Bald  & Spencer,  Philadelphia,  1833. 

Draper,  Underwood,  Bald,  Spencer  & Hufty,  Philadelphia,  1835-1837. 
Underwood,  Bald,  Spencer  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  1837-1839. 

Danforth,  Bald,  Spencer  & Hufty,  New  York,  1843. 

Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland,  1844  (?). 

Durand,  Baldwin  & Co.,  New  York,  1848-1850. 

Danforth,  Bald  & Co.,  New  York,  1850-1852. 

Baldwin,  Adams  & Co.,  New  York,  1851-1854. 

Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland,  New  York,  1855-1857. 

Bald,  Cousland  & Co.,  Philadelphia,  1854-1858  (?)  New  York. 


George  D.  Baldwin,  1823  (?)-1860  (?),  first  appears  in  1848-50  as  a member  of  Durand, 
Baldwin  & Co.,  after  which  the  firm  became  Baldwin,  Adams  & Co.  About  1854,  he  formed 
a partnership  with  Bald  and  Cousland  but  withdrew  in  1858  and  did  not  enter  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  A firm  called  Baldwin  & Dunnel,  New  York,  1847-48,  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  connection  with  George  D.  Baldwin;  the  Baldwin  was  Enos.  George  Baldwin 
was  headquartered  in  New  York,  as  was  J.  Dorsey  Bald. 

The  latter  was  an  attorney  and  was  listed  as  such  in  city  directories  of  Philadelphia. 
Later  he  was  listed  as  an  engraver  at  74  Walnut  Street.  Robert  Bald,  1800  (?)-1859  (?),  first 
appears  in  the  1823  Philadelphia  directory  as  an  engraver,  possibly  being  employed  by 
Draper,  Underwood  & Co.  In  1833,  he  was  admitted  as  a member  and  continued  so  until 
1843.  For  a short  time  in  1853  he  formed  the  firm  of  Robert  L.  Bald  & Co.,  after  which  he 
appears  to  have  retired  as  a “gentleman.” 

William  Cousland,  1825  (?)-1856  (?),  was  a letter  engraver.  He  first  appears  in  the  Phila- 
delphia directory  as  living  at  456  Spruce  Street  in  1851.  In  1853,  he  was  at  the  same  address 
as  Robert  L.  Bald  and  from  1854  he  was  a member  of  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  at  74  Walnut 
Street.  In  1855,  he  moved  to  New  York  as  a member  of  Baldwin,  Bald  & Cousland  and  then 
entered  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 

Others  associated  with  the  firm  at  various  times  were  Edward  A.  Moss  and  Frederick  E. 
Bliss.  Most  famous  was  Albert  G.  Goodall,  1826-1887,  who  became  president  of  American 
Bank  Note  1874-1887.  Born  in  Montgomery,  Alabama  and  a midshipman  in  the  Texas  navy 
1841-1844,  he  learned  engraving  in  Havana.  He  joined  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  and  later  he 
was  a traveling  representative  for  American  Bank  Note  in  Europe  and  Latin  America  and 
obtained  the  contract  for  printing  the  first  steel  engraved  Peruvian  stamps  of  1866.  He  was 
much  interested  in  collecting  the  essays  and  proofs  of  U.S.  stamps  and  had  made  up  the 
small  die  proofs  in  five  grayish  colors  on  India  paper  which  are  today  known  by  his  name. 
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Contents  of  the  “Roosevelt” 
Albums  of  U.S.  Small  Die  Proofs 

by  ALLAN  M.  THATCHER 


(The  following  article  is  jeprinted  at  the  express  request  of  a member  who  asked  the  Editor  whether  any 
such  material  had  ever  appeared  in  philatelic  literature.  It  first  appeared  in  Journal  38,  April  1953, 
and  in  turn  was  reprinted  from  the  October  31,  1942  issue  of  Stamps.  It  may  well  be  that  in  the  past  30 
years  further  research  has  turned  up  differing  or  supplemental  information.  Therefore,  it  is  hoped  that 
this  reprinting  will  stimulate  the  recording  of  such  new  or  corrected  data,  if,  indeed,  such  exists  at  all.) 

N 1904,  eighty -three  albums  containing  die  proofs  of  what  was  supposed  to  be  a 

complete  set  of  U.S.  postage  stamps  were  distributed  by  the  Post  Office  Department  to 

Senators,  Representatives,  and  other  officials.  These  albums,  measuring  approximately 

12  X IV2  inches  had  heavy  grey  card  pages  on  which  the  proofs,  together  with  a date  label, 
were  firmly  affixed.  Proofs  were  mounted  on  both  sides  of  the  pages.  The  cover  had  a gold, 
three-line  inscription,  “United  States  Postage  Stamps,  1847  - 1902  Proofs.” 

The  Albums,  named  by  philatelists  after  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  during  whose 
administration  they  were  prepared,  were  bound  in  full  leather  with  padded  covers,  gold 
stamped  on  the  backbone,  ornamented  on  front  cover  with  upright  gold  binder’s  line  at  left, 
and  corners  struck  off  with  gold  lines.  Each  album  contained  twenty-four  leaves  attached 
with  grosgrain  ribbon  hinge  to  heavy  stubs.  The  fly  leaves,  unornamented,  were  covered  with 
white  grosgrain  ribbon,  likewise  attached  to  stubs.  The  end  papers  were  covered  to  match. 
Only  seventeen  leaves  (34  pages)  were  mounted  with  proofs,  the  remaining  leaves  being  left 
blank. 

Where  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  possessed  the  original  dies,  these  were 
naturally  used  in  making  the  proofs,  but  in  many  cases  they  found  it  necessary  to  make  up 
an  imitation  or  composite  die.  The  proofs  were  printed  on  a white  wove  paper  with  small 
margins  measuring  about  3 to  5 mm.  The  colors,  on  the  whole,  are  not  well  matched  with 
those  of  the  corresponding  stamps.  Actually  however,  there  is  a host  of  interesting  facts  con- 
nected with  these  proofs,  some  of  which  we  hope  to  point  out  in  the  following  paragraphs. 
We  propose  to  take  the  album  and  go  through  it,  page  by  page,  as  arranged  by  the  Post 
Office  Department,  adding  comments  and  observations.  Following  the  page  number  will  be 
found  the  official  date  as  per  printed  label  mounted  on  that  particular  page. 

Scott  Catalogue  numbers  as  they  list  the  proofs  are  given  for  reference. 

Page  1 (1847  - and  1875).  Two  sets  of  5c  and  10c  1847,  both  from  the  Centennial 
“Reprint”  dies.  In  an  effort  to  distinguish  the  two  sets  the  Bureau  deliberately  shifted  one 
set  slightly,  thus  giving  it  a blurred  impression.  But  in  mounting  them  the  blurred  10c  was 
placed  with  the  normal  5c  and  the  clear  10c  with  the  blurred  5c. 

Page  2 (1851).  Ic  to  90c,  Scott  40  to  47P2.  Proofs  from  the  original  dies  by  Toppan, 
Carpenter  & Co.  The  colors  are  those  of  the  1875  “Reprint”  set.  On  this  page  also  are  the 
two  Carriers,  Scott  LO  1,  2.  The  Bureau  had  the  original  die  of  the  Eagle  Carrier,  but  it  was 
cracked  horizontally.  They  made  a transfer  from  the  cracked  die,  removed  evidences  of  the 
crack  from  the  transfer,  and  then  made  a new  die  from  this  transfer.  The  Bureau  did  not 
possess  the  original  die  of  the  Franklin  Carrier  but  was  forced  to  make  an  imitation  of  it. 
They  first  took  a transfer  from  the  30c  die  and  removed  all  the  design  except  the  oval  with 
head  of  Franklin.  Secondly,  a transfer  was  made  from  the  3c,  1851  die  and  from  this  were 
removed  the  top  and  bottom  labels,  the  corner  ornaments  (outside  the  rosettes)  and  the  por- 
trait oval.  A new  die  was  then  made  from  these  two  worked-over  transfers  and  to  it  were 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  161 


12 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  161 


13 


added  the  top  and  bottom  labels  and  the  corner  ornaments.  For  some  unexplained  reason 
the  upper  right  corner  was  left  blank.  (This  proof  is  listed  by  Brazer  as  an  essay  No.  LOIE- 
B.)  The  proofs  on  this  page  have  extremely  small  margins,  less  than  2mm.  in  most  cases. 

Page  3 (First  1861).  Ic  to  90c.  The  3c,  5c,  and  12c  values  are  from  new  dies.  The  Bureau 
took  transfers  of  these  three  values  from  the  original  “September”  dies,  cut  away  the  corner 
ornaments,  and  made  new  dies  from  these  cutaway  transfers.  These  are  Scott  56,  57  and  59 
P2  and  are  also  listed  by  Brazer  as  essays  56E-Hd,  57E-Ee  and  59E-Df.  All  other  values  are 
from  original  “September”  dies.  The  30c  is  in  the  deep  orange  color  of  the  so-called 
“August”  issue  and  is  Scott  61  P2.  The  Ic  is  in  indigo — this  is  not  listed  in  the  catalog  as  a 
separate  shade.  The  other  values  (10c,  24c,  and  90c)  are  almost  the  same  as  those  in  the 
following  set.  The  10c  is  slightly  more  bluish  and  the  24c  in  a deeper  gray,  whereas  the  90c  is 
very  similar  to  that  of  the  next  issue.  These  three  are  not  listed  in  the  catalogue.  On  this 
album  page,  under  a label  “1866,”  is  the  3c  scarlet,  Scott  74P2. 

Page  4 (Last  1861).  Ic  to  90c.  There  is  only  one  3c  which  most  closely  resembles  the  3c 
lake  No.  66.  The  colors  of  the  Ic  and  30c  are  entirely  different  from  those  on  the  previous 
page.  Included  in  this  set,  as  mounted,  are  the  2c  Jackson  and  15c  Lincoln.  All  are  from  the 
original  dies  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co. 

Page  5 (1869).  Ic  to  90c.  The  Ic  to  12c  and  30c  values  are  from  the  original.  National 
Bank  Note  Co.,  dies.  In  the  Bureau  were  two  15c  dies,  one  of  the  complete  design  of  type  I 
“unframed”  and  another  of  the  frame  only  of  type  II  (framed  picture).  Two  transfers  were 
made  from  the  complete  die,  the  frame  was  cut  away  from  one  and  the  picture  from  the 
other,  and  from  these  two  transfers  two  new  dies  were  made.  The  proof  of  the  unframed 
variety  was  printed  from  the  two  new  dies.  To  print  the  framed  variety  proof  the  Bureau 
used  the  original  frame  die  plus  the  new  die  of  the  picture  only.  Coming  to  the  24c  we  find  a 
similar  situation,  the  Bureau  having  two  original  dies,  one  of  the  complete  design  and  one  of 
the  frame  only.  A new  picture  die  was  made  by  taking  a transfer  from  the  complete  die  and 
cutting  away  the  frame.  The  proof  was  then  printed  from  the  original  frame  die  and  the  new 
picture  die.  A National  Bank  Note  Co.  die  of  the  90c  (complete  design)  with  head  of  Wash- 
ington was  in  the  Bureau’s  possession.  See  essay  in  Brazer  Catalog,  page  83.  By  cutting  away 
the  head  from  a transfer  from  this  die  a new  die  of  the  frame  only  was  obtained.  By  the  same 
cutaway  transfer  method  a die  of  the  Lincoln  head  was  secured  from  the  original  1866  15c 
die. 

Page  6 (1870).  Ic  to  90c  Scott  145,  157-166  P2.  This  apparently  innocent  set  is  actually  a 
very  strange  mixture  which  we  will  endeavor  to  untangle.  The  Ic  is  unique  in  that  it  is  from  a 
new  die  made  by  the  Bureau  in  imitation  of  the  die  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  and  the 
only  one  that  can  be  properly  labeled  “1870.”  There  are  several  small  differences  in  design, 
chief  of  which  is  the  absence  of  the  two  heavy  shading  lines  found  at  the  extreme  bottom 
center  of  the  original  design. 

The  2c,  3c,  7c,  12c,  15c,  24c,  30c,  and  90c  values  are  from  the  original  National  Bank 
Note  Co.  dies  with  secret  marks  added  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  Note  that  this  in- 
cludes the  three  high  values  (24c,  30c  and  90c)  with  secret  marks,  which  proves  that  these 


Page  14  of  the  Roosevelt  Album 

The  poges  w€r€  octuolly  thin,  gfoy  cordboord  around  which  a border  of  similar  cardboard  was 
pasted.  Two  pages  were  then  pasted  together  back  to  back.  By  careful  work  the  pages  may  be  split 
apart  cut  free  of  their  hinge,  and  then  mounted  in  an  ordinary  blank  album.  Many  of  the  Roosevelt 
Albums  have  been  so  mutilated  and  very  few  are  now  thought  to  exist  intact.  Some  of  the  albums  and 
proofs  have  been  hopelessly  ruined  by  collectors  who  attempted  to  soak  the  proofs  loose. 
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dies  were  altered  although  new  plates  were  not  made.  The  24c  small  die  is  an  ideal  “space 
filler”  for  that  phantom  No.  164.  The  3c,  strangely  enough,  has  the  dash  below  “TS”  which 
was  added  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  when  they  re-engraved  the  design  (Scott  207).  As 
the  3c  proof  mounted  in  the  1882  set  does  not  have  the  dash,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  the 
Bureau  must  have  mistakenly  transposed  the  two  3c  values  in  making  up  the  album.  The  6c 
and  10c  values  are  from  the  original  dies  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  altered  by  the 
Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  then  worked  over  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  The 
colors  and  general  appearance  resemble  those  of  the  re -engraved  stamps  (No.  208,  209)  but 
the  proofs  do  not  have  the  distinguishing  marks  of  the  re-engraved  stamps.  They  are  not, 
therefore,  like  any  issued  stamps.  These  two  values,  as  well  as  the  24c,  30c,  and  90c,  will  be 
listed  by  Brazer  as  essays,  we  are  informed. 

Page  7 (1875  and  1882).  2c  vermillion,  Scott  178  P2.  From  original  National  die,  altered 
by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  5c  Taylor,  179  P2,  from  die  engraved  by  the  Continental 
Bank  Note  Co.  The  5c  Garfield  and  the  6c  and  10c  values,  Scott  205,  208-209  P2,  are  from 
original  dies  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  The  3c  is  explained  in  the  comments  referring 
to  page  6.  The  Ic,  on  the  other  hand,  is  from  the  original  National  die  which  was  altered  by 
the  Continental  and  finally  re -engraved  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  This  explains  why 
the  Bureau  had  no  die  of  the  Ic  to  use  for  the  1870  issue  and  was  forced  to  make  a new  one. 

Page  8 (1883,  1887,  1888).  Ic  to  5c  values,  Scott  210-16  P2.  All  from  original  dies  en- 
graved by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  The  30c  and  90c  are  from  dies  altered  by  the 
Continental  Bank  Note  Co.,  and  show  the  secret  marks.  In  a sense,  therefore,  these  are 
essays. 

Page  9 (1890).  Ic  to  90c,  Scott  219  - 29  P2.  When  the  Bureau  began  printing  stamps  in 
1894  they  had  added  triangles  to  the  corners  of  the  designs  of  the  Ic  to  15c  values  of  the  1890 
issue.  From  these  altered  dies  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  transfers  were  taken,  the  tri- 
angles were  cut  away,  and  new  dies  made  for  printing  the  proofs.  Traces  of  the  triangles  can 
be  faintly  seen  on  some  values.  As  the  1894  set  did  not  contain  30c  and  90c  denominations,  it 
was  possible  to  use  the  original  unaltered  dies  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  to  print  these 
two  proofs. 

Pages  10  and  11.  Columbian  issue  (1893)  Scott  230-45  P2.  From  original  American 
Bank  Note  Co.  dies.  Ic  to  15c  values  on  page  10,  balance  on  following  page.  The  color  of 
the  4c  approaches  that  of  the  error  but  is  still  more  ultramarine  than  blue.  As  we  have  pre- 
viously noted,  the  colors  of  these  proofs  are  poorly  matched  with  the  stamp  colors. 

Page  12  (1885  etc.).  This  page  contains  the  five  Special  Deliveries  Scott  El -4  and  E6-P2. 
The  first  three  are  from  original  American  Bank  Note  Co.  dies,  the  other  two  from  original 
dies  of  the  Bureau. 

Page  13  (1894).  Ic  to  $5.00,  Scott  247,  250,  253-260,  261A,  262,  263  P2.  From  dies  of 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  altered  by  the  Bureau.  The  3c  is  with  triangles  type  2 (Brazer 
253E-C).  The  10c  is  type  2 as  per  1898  issue  Scott  283.  The  15c  to  $5.00  values  are  all  type  2 
and  are  listed  by  Brazer  as  essays.  Also  included  on  this  page  are  the  1898-99  set  of  four  in 
new  colors,  Scott  279,  280-81,  283-84  P2,  from  same  dies  as  corresponding  denominations  in 
previous  set. 

Page  14  (1865).  The  three  large  Newspaper  Stamps,  Scott  P R 2-4  P2.  These  proofs  are 
from  typographs  which  were  made  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  They  are  trimmed  very 
close  to  the  design  and  have  almost  no  margin. 

Page  15,  16,  and  17  (1875).  Newspaper,  2c  to  $60.00,  Scott  PR9-32  P2.  From  original 
dies  of  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  On  the  first  of  these  pages  are  the  2c  to  10c  values  in 
black  and  also  the  Ic  black  of  1885,  PR81.  This  Ic  is  from  an  original  American  Bank  Note 
Co.  die.  On  the  next  page  are  the  12c  to  96c  denominations  in  rose,  and  the  balance  of  the 
set  is  on  page  17. 
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Page  18  (1894).  Newspaper,  Ic  to  $100.00,  PR102-113  P2.  From  original  dies  of  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing. 

Page  19  (1879-1891).  Postage  Dues,  Ic  to  50c  in  brown  and  in  bright  claret,  Scott  Jl-7, 
J22-28  P2.  From  original  dies  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  We  found,  on  close  examina- 
tion, that  these  proofs  (Ic  to  5c  values)  show  a die  number  about  2V2  mm.  above  the  design. 
These  numbers,  which  are  either  albino  impressions  or  with  very  faint  trace  of  color,  are  as 
follows — Ic  No.  ClOa,  2c  No.  C23a,  3c  No.  C24A,  and  5c  No.  C25A.  As  the  same  dies  were 
used  for  both  sets  the  same  numbers  appear  on  both  issues. 

Page  20  (1894).  Postage  Dues,  Ic  to  50c,  J31-37  P2.  From  original  Bureau  dies.  The  3c 
die  was  cracked  and  the  proofs  show  a clearly  pronounced  irregular  horizontal  line  extending 
across  the  lower  part  of  the  design  and  to  the  extremities  of  both  side  margins. 

Pages  21  to  30  (1873).  Departments  complete,  arranged  alphabetically  one  set  to  a page 
(except  that  State  dollar  values  are  on  a separate  page  preceding  the  Ic  to  90c  denomina- 
tions). All  are  from  original  dies  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  except  the  three  State 
Department  highest  values.  The  Bureau  had  the  original  Seward  head  die,  and  also  the  die 
for  the  frame  of  the  $2.00  value  which  had  been  made  by  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co. 
After  taking  a transfer  from  this  frame  die  and  cutting  away  the  value  tablet,  three  new  dies 
were  made  to  which  were  added  value  labels  for  the  $5,  $10  and  $20.00.  The  proofs  were 
printed  from  these  new  frame  dies  and  the  original  die  of  the  head  of  Seward. 

Page  31  (1898).  Trans-Mississippi  issue,  Ic  to  $2.00,  Scott  285-93  P2.  From  original 
Bureau  dies. 

Page  32  (1899).  Cuba  Ic  to  10c,  Scott  227-31,  and  10c  orange  Special  Delivery,  E3  in- 
scribed “Inmediata.”  These  are  extremely  interesting  as  they  constitute  the  only  “foreign” 
stamps  ever  produced  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  These  proofs  most  cer- 
tainly belong  in  every  U.S.  proof  collection. 

Page  33  (1900).  This  date  should  be  1901.  Pan-American  set,  Ic  to  10c,  Scott  294-99  P2. 
From  original  Bureau  dies. 

Page  34  (1902).  Ic  to  $5.00,  Scott  300-13  P2.  From  original  Bureau  dies. 


Roosevelt  Small  Die  Proof  Album  and  Pseudo-Album  at  Auction 

By  coincidence,  one  of  the  Roosevelt  albums  described  above  came  up  for  public  sale 
recently.  At  the  Robert  A.  Siegel  sale  of  Sept.  19,  1983,  lot  no.  1 was  described  as: 

Roosevelt  Presentation  Album  of  Small  Die  Proofs  (Betw.  3P2-PR1 13P2).  Inch 
U.S.  Adm.  of  Cuba  (227P2-231P2,  E3P2),  (307  items)  mounted  on  Grey  Card 
Pages  in  Leather  Bound  Presentation  Album,  Binding  worn.  Small  Die  Proofs 
Virtually  All  VF,  one  of  only  85*  manufactured,  Extremely  Rare Est.  80,355.00 

The  price  realized  was  $37,500. 

At  the  Steve  Ivy  Philatelic  Auctions  sale  of  Dec.  2-4,  1983,  at  Dallas,  a pseudo-Roose- 
velt album  was  offered,  described  as: 

Special  proof  presentation  album  containing  eighteen  gilt-edge  pages,  with  leather  binding, 
privately  prepared  to  resemble  the  Roosevelt  proof  album.  Containing  virtually  all  of  the 
issues  found  in  the  Roosevelt  album  but  in  India  proof  form  when  issued,  or  as  mint  stamps 
where  no  India  proofs  are  known.  The  album  contains  239  different  India  proofs  including 
1875  Reproductions  of  the  1847  issue,  1857-60  Reprints  cplt.,  the  rare  First  Designs  cplt. 
less  the  3c,  1861  issues  virtually  cplt.,  1869  Pictorials  cplt.,  virtually  all  of  the  Bank  Notes, 
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1893  Columbians  cplt.,  postage  dues  and  special  deliveries  and  officials  cplt.  The  60  mint 
stamps,  some  of  which  are  straight  edge  copies,  include  the  1894-98  lc-$5.00  Bureaus,  1898 
Trans-Mississippi  cplt.  and  the  1895  Newspapers  cplt.  Both  the  stamps  and  proofs  artistically 
arranged  on  the  pages  and  partly  affixed.  Some  wear  to  binding  and  some  pages  have  pulled 
away  from  the  binding  hinges.  The  proofs,  which  catalog  $28,033.00,  are  quite  fresh  and 
very  well  margined,  while  the  stamps,  cataloging  $11,859.00,  are  fairly  well  centered  with  a 
few  colors  slightly  oxidized.  Certainty  a very  rare  and  valuable  unit;  the  only  one  of  its  kind 
we  have  ever  seen.  (Price  realized  not  available.) 


* Obviously,  there  is  a difference  of  opinion  about  how  many  albums  existed. 


An  Early  Offering  of  U.S.  Essays  and  Proofs 

by  Dr.  STANLEY  BIERMAN 

The  April  1,  1899  Metropolitan  Philatelist  carried  an  extensive  sales  list  of  essays  and 
proofs  placed  by  the  J.W.  Scott  Co.  On  page  192  of  my  book  The  World's  Greatest  Stamp 
Collectors,  I noted  that  John  Luff  prepared  his  monumental  book  on  U.S.  stamps  in  the 
office  of  John  Walter  Scott,  where  it  was  claimed  there  was  a three -foot  high  pile  of  India 
paper  proofs.  I suspect  that  this  offering  represents  Mandel’s  acquisition  (?)  from  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co. 

This  list  makes  for  interesting  reading,  and  if  we  can  extrapolate,  it  is  more  than  prob- 
able that  this  material  came  to  be  owned  by  Senator  Ernest  Ackerman. 

Important  Sale  of  U.S. 


The  following  superb  lot  of  stamps  have  been  placed  in  our  hands  for  sale.  They  cannot  be  duplicated, 
therefore  it  is  desirable  to  order  immediately  to  secure  any  of  the  lots  noted.  First  come,  first  served. 


Proofs,  Essays,  Etc. 

1 set,  1847  to  1871,  proofs  on  India  pa- 
per, not  mounted,  good  margins,  as 
follows:  Carrier,  Franklin  and 
Eagle,  1847,  5 and  10  cent  (slightly 
defective)  1851-57,  1,  3,  5,  10,  12, 
24,  30  and  90  cent  (one  corner  the 
margin  of  the  5 and  10  cent  is  slight- 
ly clipped,  but  does  not  cut  into  the 
impression  of  the  stamp,  the  1 cent 
is  the  perfect  die),  1861  to  1868,  1, 3, 
5,  10,  12,  24,  30,  90  and  15  cent, 
1869,  set  complete  90  cent  a little 
soiled,  1870  set  complete.  News- 
papers and  Periodicals  1 cent  to  $60, 
which  includes  the  very  rare  one 
cent,  which  is  worth  the  price  of  this 
whole  set  alone.  The  entire  set  of  the 
Department  stamps,  complete,  in- 


cluding high  value  State  Dept,  (the  6 
and  24c.  P.O.  and  90c.  State  are 
slightly  damaged  in  the  margins). 

All  the  issues  but  the  one  or  two 
stamps  mentioned  are  in  beautiful 
condition,  with  good  margins,  and 
even;  very  desirable  to  own.  The 
dies  have  all  been  destroyed.  A re- 
serve of  $2  apiece  would  be  very 
low  (159)  $150.00 

If  there  is  no  purchaser  for  the  above  as  a set, 
and  there  are  purchasers  for  all  as  offered  below, 
they  will  be  sold;  but  in  case  only  a portion  are 
ordered  the  owner  reserves  the  right  not  to  sell. 

As  above  described: 

(Continued  on  page  28) 
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His  Business  Card 

James  B.  Longacre,  Engraver 

by  Dr.  GLENN  E.  JACKSON 

NE  of  the  more  delicate  and  charming  of  the  engravers’  business  cards  used  in  the 
first  half  of  the  19th  century  is  that  of  the  artist  James  Barton  Longacre  of  Phila- 

Idelphia.  Because  the  somewhat  faint  impression  illustrated  here  may  not  reproduce 

clearly,  a word  description  is  in  order: 

An  attractive  female  figure  is  adrift  at  sea  in  a frail  bark.  In  her  left  hand  she  holds  an 
oversized  sea  anchor.  In  her  right  hand  she  touches  an  oval  picture  frame.  The  portrait  in 
that  picture  is  that  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  the  famed  “thumb”  portrait  as  seen  on  the  7c 
U.S.  stamp  of  1972.  In  a similar  frame  lying  in  the  stern  of  the  little  boat  is  a portrait  of 
George  Washington.  Inscribed  along  the  gunwales  of  the  boat  is  the  name  “J  B Longacre 
Engraver”  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  engraving  is  the  address  “No.  18  George  Street.” 

James  B.  Longacre  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Pennsylvania  on  Aug.  11,  1794,  and 
died  Jan.  1,  1869.  The  descendant  of  early  Swedish  settlers  (the  family  name  was  Longker), 
his  artistic  genius  was  discovered  early  and  he  was  taken  into  the  family  and  bookstore  of 
John  F.  Watson,  author  of  The  Annals  of  Philadelphia.  He  then  became  apprenticed  to 
George  Murray  of  that  city  as  a portrait  engraver.  In  1819,  he  struck  out  on  his  own,  with 
his  first  notable  work  being  for  S.F.  Bradford’s  Encyclopedia  of  1803-1818.  He  achieved 
fame  with  a large  engraving  of  Andrew  Jackson  after  the  portrait  by  Thomas  Sully.  There- 
after he  made  many  other  engraved  portraits  in  the  stipple  manner,  some  after  his  own  brush 
portraits  done  from  life. 
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Beginning  about  1830  and  in  connection  with  another  portrait  painter,  Longacre  began 
the  publication  of  the  “American  Portrait  Gallery,”  a series  of  147  biographical  sketches  of 
statesmen,  military  and  naval  heroes  and  professional  men,  illustrated  with  engraved  por- 
traits. The  popularity  of  this  project  must  be  understood  in  the  context  of  the  times,  when 
there  were  few  illustrated  newspapers  and  periodicals  and  no  electronic  media  as  we  have 
today  but  there  was  a great  hunger  for  visual  knowledge  about  the  young  nation’s  people. 
Longacre  did  24  of  the  portraits  himself  and  drew  many  of  the  originals  for  other  engravers, 
some  of  whom  were  imported  from  Europe  for  the  project. 

Thus,  for  the  period  between  the  War  of  1812  and  the  Mexican  War,  Longacre  was  the 
most  prominent  engraver  in  the  country  with  his  American  or  “National”  Portrait  Gallery. 
From  1835  to  1839,  he  was  a member  of  the  security  printing  firm  of  Draper,  Toppan,  Long- 
acre & Co.  Among  engravers  associated  with  him  at  one  time  or  another  were  Thomas  B. 
Welch  and  Richard  W.  Dodson.  Both  engraved  small  portraits  of  Franklin  which  were  in 
some  way  related  to  that  used  on  the  5c  stamp  of  1847.  Since  these  portraits  were  copy- 
righted by  Longacre,  the  origin  of  the  stamp  design  has  sometimes  been  attributed  to  him, 
but  that  attribution  is  probably  inaccurate. 

In  1844,  Longacre  succeeded  Christian  Gobrecht  as  engraver  to  the  U.S.  Mint  in  Phila- 
delphia and  thereafter  modelled  and  designed  all  U.S.  coinage  until  his  death  in  1869.  About 
1867,  he  redesigned  the  coinage  of  Chile.  He  still  called  himself  a portrait  engraver.  He  is 
quoted  by  Brazer  as  saying  that  the  mere  die  sinker  is  rarely  an  educated  artist  and  work 
called  “intaglio”  is  generally  understood  as  die  sinking,  while  work  in  “cameo”  is  equally 
artistic  and  more  laborious.  “The  Director  of  the  Mint  should  be  a designer  and  modeller.” 

References 

“A  Historical  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Stamp  Essays  and  Proofs,  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  Collectors  Club 
Philatelist.  Vol.  XVII,  No.  2,  April  1938. 

Encyclopedia  of  Designs,  Designers,  Engravers,  Artists  of  United  States  Postage  Stamps  1847-1900, 
Les  Schriber,  Sr.,  published  by  the  American  Philatelic  Society,  no  date  given. 
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New  Study  of  Paper  for  U.S.  Stamps 

“Striving  to  Excel” 

by  MICHAEL  GREEN 

(The  following  first  appeared  in  the  Dec.  26,  1983  edition  of  Stamp  Collector  under  the  byline  of  its 
editor  Michael  Green  and  is  reprinted  here  courtesy  of  Van  Dahl  Publications,  the  copyright  holder.  It 
is  worth  recording  in  the  more  permanent  EPJ  form  because  of  the  explanation  of  the  relationship  of 
engraving  and  printing  process  to  the  raw  material  used. 


N stamp  production,  says  Don  Mc- 
Dowell, “Excellence  equals  paper, 
plus  ink,  plus  design,  plus  the  will  to 
excel.”  McDowell,  general  manager  of  the 
Postal  Service’s  Stamps  Division,  is  confi- 
dent that  the  will  to  excel  is  a quality  shared 
by  officials  of  the  USPS  and  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing.  As  for  the  other 
factors  in  that  equation,  they  are  currently 
the  subjects  of  intense  study  as  the  USPS 
and  the  Bureau  look  toward  that  desired 
sum,  “excellence.” 

In  the  process,  officials  are  seeking  — and 
finding — ways  to  control  variables  that 
weren’t  even  dealt  with  before  but  that  now 
are  seen  as  vital  to  high-quality  stamp 
printing. 

Stamps  Division  officials  this  month  have 
asked  the  Bureau  to  launch  a comprehen- 
sive study  of  stamp  printing  papers  to  learn 
what  is  available,  what  might  become  avail- 
able, and  what  would  provide  the  best  re- 
sults. 

Twice  in  the  recent  past  has  the  Bureau 
used  other  than  the  usual  papers.  In  both 
cases,  the  State  Birds  and  Flowers  and  the 
USA-Sweden  Treaty  commemoratives,  the 
paper  was  whiter  than  normally  used.  And 
USPS  officials  were  pleased  with  the  results 
in  both. 

Obtaining  the  best  paper  for  a particular 
stamp  is  not  as  simple  as  some  might  think, 
McDowell  said  in  a telephone  interview 
with  Stamp  Collector.  Compared  with 
other  postal  administrations,  the  USPS 
“consumes  as  much  or  more  paper  as  any- 
one,” he  said.  But  compared  with  the  New 
York  Times,  for  example,  the  Postal  Serv- 
ice’s paper  consumption  is  too  small  to 


automatically  prompt  paper  mills  to 
develop  something  uniquely  right  for  US 
stamps  “at  a price  you  can  live  with.” 

McDowell  contrasts  his  situation  with 
that  of  Japanese  postal  officials  whom  he 
recently  visited  in  Tokyo.  There,  stamp 
printing  is  done  by  a division  of  the  Minis- 
try of  Finance,  which  operates  its  own 
paper  mills  and  can  produce  papers  special- 
ly designed  for  its  stamp  printing  needs. 

And  in  Great  Britain,  Harrison  and  Sons, 
which  prints  virtually  all  British  stamps, 
also  manufactures  most  of  the  paper  it  uses. 

It  is  against  that  background,  McDowell 
said,  that  USPS  and  BEP  officials  have 
made  the  commitment  to  look  in  depth  at 
paper  used  for  all  US  stamps. 

“I’m  more  than  optimistic  that  we’re  go- 
ing to  be  able  to  improve  the  appearance  of 
our  stamps  with  better  paper,”  he  said. 

Studying  inks,  too 

Concurrent  with  the  paper  study  is  an  ex- 
amination of  inks,  since  ink  specifications 
change  with  each  adjustment  of  paper. 

In  choosing  stamp  printing  inks,  one  of 
the  problems  — McDowell  says  he  prefers  to 
call  them  “challenges”  — faced  by  US  of- 
ficials is  that  of  regulation  by  a health-  and 
environment-conscious  government. 

Solvent-based  inks  pose  problems  of 
water  and  air  pollution,  prompting  a BEP 
move  in  recent  years  toward  water-based 
rather  than  petroleum-based  inks.  That  re- 
sulted in  some  less-than-outstanding  print- 
ing jobs  at  first.  McDowell  points  to  a cou- 
ple of  1977  commemoratives,  for  the  Cen- 
tennial of  Sound  Recording  and  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  Talking  Pictures,  as  repre- 
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sentative  of  early  efforts  to  deal  with  the 
new  water-based  inks,  which  tend  to  be  flat- 
toned  in  comparison  with  bright  oil-based 
inks. 

“They  were  not  bad  and  unattractive,” 
the  excellence -minded  McDowell  recalls, 
“but  the  designs  were  better  than  the 
stamps,” 

Evidence  of  what  McDowell  calls  the 
“great  progress”  made  since  then  is  the 
$9.35  Eagle  stamp,  issued  last  August, 
which  was  printed  using  such  water-based 
inks.  “Two  years  ago,”  he  said,  “I  would 
have  bet  a year’s  salary  we  could  not  get  the 
snap  that  we  wanted.” 

Successes  such  as  that  notwithstanding, 
McDowell  declares,  “We’re  not  where  we 
want  to  be.”  So  the  BEP  will  continue  to 
study  options  and  make  adjustments  on 
paper  and  ink.  And  the  USPS  will  further 
strive  to  create  stamp  designs  compatible 
with  those  inks  and  papers. 

He  is  not  describing  a quick  fix  — “We’re 
not  going  to  push  a button  and  be  there  in 
six  months” — but  rather  an  evolutionary 
process  that  will  continue  to  adjust  to  new 
technology  and  new  equipment, 

McDowell  makes  no  secret  of  his  pleas- 
ure with  such  joint  USPS-Bureau  efforts  to- 
ward improvement.  “As  recently  as  1971 
there  was  only  one  person  in  the  USPS  em- 
powered to  talk  to  the  Bureau,  and  he 
wasn’t  in  the  stamp  design  area,”  he  ex- 
plains. The  new  efforts,  he  says,  constitute 
“another  new  high  water  mark  in  the  two 
agencies’  working  together.” 

Some  of  these  efforts  toward  improving 
the  appearance  of  US  stamps  should  be  visi- 
ble in  1984.  McDowell  said  some  of  next 
year’s  commemorative  issues  being  printed 
by  photogravure  will  appear  on  whiter 
paper.  Like  the  intaglio  paper  used  for  the 
US  stamp  of  this  year’s  US-Sweden  joint  is- 
sue, the  whiter  gravure  paper  essentially  will 
be  the  same  paper  as  usual  — with  equiva- 
lent ink-taking  characteristics,  for  ex- 
ample— but  bleached  whiter  to  provide 
what  McDowell  calls  “snap  and  sparkle.” 

The  search  for  better-looking  paper  goes 
farther  than  simply  brightness  of  tone. 


McDowell  said.  Bureau  and  USPS  officials 
also  will  be  considering  more  specific 
aspects,  such  as  the  possibility  of  finding  a 
paper  that  would  allow  gravure  printing 
with  a finer  pattern  of  dots  in  the  color 
screens. 

The  Bureau’s  newly  initiated  examina- 
tion of  stamp  printing  paper  comes  at  a 
point  six  months  into  another  study  toward 
better  quality  intaglio  stamp  printing.  The 
Bureau  is  determining,  “press  by  press  and 
color  of  ink  by  color  of  ink,”  the  optimum 
depths  of  engraving  for  best  results, 
McDowell  said. 

The  findings  have  been  surprising.  Of- 
ficials had  assumed  that  different  presses 
would  dictate  different  optimum  depths  of 
engraving.  But  they  recently  have  dis- 
covered that  different  colors  have  different 
optimum  depths  as  well  — that,  for  ex- 
ample, there  are  different  optimum  depths 
for  red  vs.  green  on  the  B Press. 

This  discovery  significantly  affects  a key 
part  of  the  engraved-stamp  process.  Tradi- 
tionally, the  choice  of  color  comes  after  a 
die  is  engraved.  Die  proofs  are  pulled  in 
various  colors,  and  from  them  officials  pick 
one.  The  results  of  the  Bureau  study  sug- 
gest, however,  that  the  process  should  be 
reversed:  that  a color  should  be  chosen 
first,  and  the  engraving  done  to  match  the 
color’s  optimum  depth. 

Prompting  this  recent  scrutiny  of  US  re- 
cess printing  techniques  was,  essentially, 
one  man:  Czeslaw  Slania,  the  Swedish 
court  engraver,  who  engraved  both  stamps 
in  the  US-Sweden  joint  issue  this  year. 

Slania  had  made  the  two  engravings  at 
different  depths  to  meet  the  different  needs 
of  the  two  presses  involved,  Sweden’s  and 
the  BEP’s.  The  similarity  of  the  finished 
stamps  suggests  that  he  was  “right  on,” 
McDowell  said. 

US  officials  thought:  “If  that  difference 
exists  between  those  two  presses,  it  may  ex- 
ist for  different  BEP  presses  as  well.” 

The  study  of  optimum  engraving  depths 
will  be  continual,  made  necessary  anew 
each  time  another  ink  or  paper  is  intro- 
duced into  the  BEP  repertory. 
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New  perforators 

Still  another  change  in  the  US  stamp  pro- 
duction planned  for  1984  offers  potential 
for  improved  printing  quality,  though  the 
factor  involved  generally  is  considered  dis- 
tinct from  the  printing  process. 

Due  in  mid-year  is  new  off-press  perfor- 
ating equipment  that  McDowell  says  should 
eliminate  the  potential  for  perforation 
varieties,  which  have  occurred  on  some 
commemorative  issues  in  recent  years.  The 
new  platen-type  machines  are  intended  to 
approximate  the  bullseye  perforations  cur- 
rently done  on-press. 

Five  perforating  machines  have  been 
ordered  in  a competitive-bid  contract  with 
Eureka  Security  Printing  of  Jessup,  Pa.  The 
first,  costing  $1,196,000  is  scheduled  for  de- 
livery in  July  1984.  The  other  four  units  (at 
$1,162,000  each)  are  to  be  delivered  at  a 
rate  of  one  every  two  months  thereafter. 

The  new  perforating  machines  will  be 
versatile,  with  pins  that  can  be  moved  to  fit 
unusual  stamp  configurations,  such  as  the 
Space  Achievements  and  Desert  Plants 
blocks  of  four. 

McDowell  expects  that  by  late  1984 
stamps  will  be  issued  with  perforations 
done  on  the  new  machines.  Eventually  all 
sheet  stamps  will  be  perforated  on  the  new 
off-press  machines,  and  the  five  units  will 
provide  enough  back-up  to  cope  with  mech- 


anical problems  without  changing  perfora- 
tion type. 

This  “de-coupling”  of  printing  and  per- 
forating, McDowell  believes,  will  eliminate 
the  perforation  varieties  that  have  come 
with  press  or  perforator  problems. 

And  he  hopes  to  reap  yet  another  benefit 
from  the  new  off-press  perforators:  im- 
proved quality  of  gravure -printed  stamps. 

Officials  at  some  of  the  better  gravure 
printers  around  the  world  have  told 
McDowell  that  the  appearance  of  US 
stamps  would  improve  if  the  presses  were 
run  faster  to  better  empty  the  ink  cells.  But 
so  far  the  on-press  perforators  have  pro- 
hibited higher  press  speeds.  When  the  new 
perforating  equipment  removes  that  arti- 
ficial restriction,  presses  will  be  allowed  to 
run  at  speeds  determined  for  optimum 
printing  quality. 

Press  speed  becomes,  in  effect,  another 
controllable  variable — with  paper,  ink,  and 
design — in  McDowell’s  equation  for  excel- 
lence in  stamp  production. 

McDowell’s  own  attitude  toward  this 
striving  for  excellence  seems  best  reflected 
by  a comment  he  offers  repeatedly,  with 
some  variations,  about  many  different 
aspects  of  US  stamp  production:  “We’ve 
come  a long  way,  but  we’re  not  yet  where 
we  want  to  be.” 


Michael  Green  on  Designing  of 
Contemporary  U.S.  Stamps 

(The  following  first  appeared  in  the  Jan.  23,  1984  edition  of  Stamp  Collector  under  the  byline  of  its 
editor  Michael  Green  and  is  reprinted  here  for  greater  permanence  by  courtesy  of  Van  Dahl  Publica- 
tions, the  copyright  holder.  It  is  noteworthy  for  its  explanation  of  the  art  director  concept  now  in 
use  by  the  U.S.  Postal  Service.) 


I HEN  the  Postal  Service  an- 
nounced the  1981  Wildlife  book- 

let,  it  said  those  10  stamp  designs 

were  based  on  photographs  taken  specifi- 
cally for  the  stamps  by  Jim  Brandenburg, 
then  a contract  photographer  for  National 
Geographic  magazine.  Official  credit  as 
stamp  designer  went  to  Brandenburg. 


As  with  many  stamp  issues,  however, 
more  than  one  person  contributed  to  the 
design.  Howard  Paine,  a design  coordi- 
nator for  the  Postal  Service’s  Citizens’ 
Stamp  Advisory  Committee,  cropped  the 
photos  and  made  suggestions  for  type. 
Bradbury  Thompson,  the  typography 
expert  and  another  of  the  committee’s  four 
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design  coordinators,  took  care  of  the  in- 
scriptions. And  Donald  McDowell,  general 
manager  of  the  Stamps  Division,  super- 
vised the  work. 

At  the  time,  the  efforts  by  Paine  and 
Thompson  were  no  particular  secret,  but 
neither  name  appeared  in  USPS  news  re- 
leases or  bulletin-board  posters  for  the 
stamps.  In,  say,  15  years,  that  credit  will  be 
hard  to  find. 

It’s  that  “15  year’’  problem  that  began 
to  concern  some  folks  at  the  Stamps  Divi- 
sion, who  frequently  receive  requests  from 
philatelic  researchers  for  such  information 
on  stamps  issued  decades  ago,  and  who 
often  must  answer,  “We  don’t  know.’’ 

So  with  an  eye  on  the  historical  record. 
Stamps  Division  officials  have  decided  to 
begin  giving — and  recording  — such  credit 
where  due.  The  first  visible  result  has  been 
the  appearance  of  a new  term  in  the  Postal 
Bulletin’s  stamp  posters:  “art  director.’’ 

That  credit  line,  referring  to  what 
McDowell  describes  as  “project  manager” 
for  a stamp  design,  began  to  appear  with 
the  1984  issues,  announced  in  the  Bulletin 
and  will  continue.  It  also  will  be  used  in 
the  Postal  Service’s  Souvenir  Pages,  the 
8V2  X 11 -inch  new-issue  announcement 
pages  bearing  a block  of  four  stamps  and 
first-day  cancelation. 

The  Postal  Service’s  use  of  the  term,  a 
traditional  one  in  the  world  of  commercial 
graphic  art,  should  provide  a better  his- 
torical record  for  philatelic  researchers, 
says  McDowell. 

The  term  “stamp  designer”  is  no  longer 
adequate  used  alone,  McDowell  said.  For 
example,  on  about  75  percent  of  US 
stamps  the  “designer”  uses  a tissue-paper 
overlay  to  offer  suggestions  for  type  (in- 
scriptions), and  from  there  a typographer 
makes  the  firm  choices  on  lettering  and 
numerals  for  typeface,  size,  spacing,  and 
layout. 

In  past  eras,  the  stamp  designer  was 
indeed  the  sole  artist  on  a stamp  project  — 
there  were  no  typographers  or  art  direc- 
tors, McDowell  said.  But  stamp  design  has 
grown  and  matured  with  the  rest  of  the 


graphics  world.  So  now,  even  though  a 
little  late,  McDowell  concedes,  the  USPS 
will  borrow  from  that  world  the  tradition 
of  giving  specific  credit  where  due. 

“Art  director”  so  far  has  been  the  only 
visible  result  of  this  new  approach,  but  the 
credit  specifics  won’t  stop  there.  Now, 
when  called  for,  more  design-related  credit 
lines  will  be  appearing  in  USPS  announce- 
ments. 

If  the  1981  Wildlife  booklet  were  issued 
today,  the  design  credit  would  look  like 
this : 

• Photography:  Jim  Brandenburg. 

• Typography:  Bradbury  Thompson, 

Howard  Paine. 

• Design:  Howard  Paine. 

• Art  Direction:  Donald  M.  McDowell. 

Stamps  Division  officials,  accustomed  to 
more  of  a background  role,  were  a little 
self-conscious  to  begin  seeing  their  names 
in  print  as  “art  directors”  for  work  they’ve 
been  performing  all  along,  McDowell  said. 
But  leaving  the  line  blank  when  it  requires 
the  name  of  a Stamps  Division  employee 
would  do  little  to  serve  the  record,  so  such 
names  as  Mary  Margaret  Grant  (general 
manager  of  the  Stamp  Development 
Branch),  Jack  Williams  (the  primary 
Stamps  Division  link  to  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee), and  McDowell’s  have  begun  ap- 
pearing in  stamp  posters  and  in  news  re- 
leases to  reflect  their  design  work  super- 
vision. 

(In  its  news  releases,  the  Postal  Service  is 
using  phrases  like  “designed  under  the  di- 
rection of”  instead  of  “art  director”  to 
avoid  confusion,  since  there  is  no  one  “art 
director”  as  a formal  post  in  the  Stamps 
Division  or  on  the  Citizens’  Stamp  Ad- 
visory Committee.) 

The  new  approach  is  a welcome  one,  not 
only  because  it’s  so  appropriate  in  a hobby 
that  thrives  on  record-keeping,  but  for  the 
perspective  it  provides  on  modern  stamp 
design.  The  specific  credits  help  us  to  bet- 
ter understand  the  components  that  make 
up  a single  stamp  design,  much  in  the  way 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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(Editor’s  Note:  The  following  two  articles,  dealing  with  various  aspects  of  the  intaglio  printing  process, 
are  of  interest  to  both  philatelists  and  numismatists/syngraphists.  They  are  the  result  of  Robert  H. 
Pratt’s  address  before  the  Royal  Philatelic  Society,  London,  in  May  1982,  concerning  the  work  of 
Perkins,  Bacon.  He  has  been  pursuing  their  “trade  sample  sheets’’  for  years  and  received  data  from  the 
Heath  family,  which  was  involved  in  one  way  or  another  with  PB,  including  these  articles.) 

Siderographia — Perkins, 

Fairman  and  Heath  1820 

Introduction  by  ROBERT  H.  PRATT 


The  manuscript  for  this  essay  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Charles  Hunt.  It  was  written  and 
published  in  the  Monthly  Magazine  #339,  4 of  Vol.  49  issued  May  1,  1820.  It  ran 
under  the  title  “Varieties,  Literary  and  Philosophical,  Including  Notices  of  works  in 
hand.  Domestic  and  Foreign.”  It  is  a lucid  description  of  the  Perkins  Bacon  process 
after  the  association  of  Charles  Heath  with  the  firm  as  engraver.  The  chronology  of 
the  firm,  as  furnished  by  Mr.  Hunt,  is  as  follows: 

25  August  1819  PERKINS  & FAIRMAN— Company  formed,  included  J.C. 
Dyer  of  Manchester. 

20  Dec.  1819  PERKINS,  FAIRMAN  & HEATH— association  with  Dyer 
concluded. 

July  1822  PERKINS  & HEATH  — following  Fairman’s  return  to  America. 

May  1829  PERKINS  & BACON. 

1834  PERKINS,  BACON  & PETCH. 

1852  PERKINS  BACON  & CO. 

1887  PERKINS  BACON  & CO.  LTD. 

1935  Company  terminated,  archives  disposed  of. 

1936  PERKINS  BACON  LTD.— New  company  formed  under  new 
management  (John  Hubbard)  became  a subsidiary  of  Metal  Box  Co. 
Ltd. 


The  Article 

We  have  the  satisfaction  to  present  to  our  readers  a specimen  of  Messrs.  Perkins,  Fair- 
man,  and  Heath’s  Siderographia,  or  mode  of  engraving  upon  steel,  and  then  transferring  the 
same  to  steel  or  other  metals.  This  invention  deservedly  demands,  while  it  receives,  the 
admiration  of  every  lover  of  the  Fine  Arts;  and  at  the  same  time  it  presents  the  means  of 
perpetuating  whatever  is  beautiful  in  the  art  of  engraving,  and  will  probably  produce  a 
general  refinement  in  the  taste  of  the  public  by  furnishing  engravings  of  the  most  beautiful 

kinds,  at  the  same  cost  as  those  of  inferior  execution. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  this  invention  are  various;  but  that  to 
which  it  has  been  applied  almost  exclusively,  and  with  perfect  success  has  been  to  secure 
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PAPER  CURRENCIES  FROM  FORGERY ; an  object  not  before  attained  by  any  other 
plan,  but  of  prime  importance  as  it  respects  national  morality;  which  cannot  be  maintained 
except  by  the  absence  of  temptation  to  crime. 

To  prove  more  clearly  the  merits  of  this  invention,  we  have  been  furnished  by  the  pro- 
prietors with  impressions  from  a hardened  steel  plate,  upon  which  is  shewn  a part  of  the 
various  styles  of  work  made  use  of  by  them;  though,  it  is  unlimited  in  this  respect,  as  etch- 
ings, graving  and  engine  work  of  every  kind  are  within  their  reach. 

Having  been  permitted  to  examine  the  Siderographic  process  we  proceed  to  lay  a concise 
account  of  it  before  our  readers.  Steel  blocks  or  plates  of  sufficient  size  to  receive  the 
intended  engraving  are  softened  or  decarbonated  upon  their  surfaces,  and  thereby  rendered  a 
better  material  for  receiving  all  kinds  of  work  than  even  copper  itself.  After  the  intended 
work  has  been  executed  upon  the  block,  it  is  then  hardened  with  great  care  by  a new  process 
which  prevents  injury  to  the  most  delicate  work. 

A cylinder  of  steel  previously  softened  is  then  placed  in  the  transferring  press,  and 
repeatedly  passed  over  the  engraved  block  by  which  the  engraving  is  transferred  in  relief  to 
the  periphery  of  the  cylinder,  the  press  having  a vibrating  motion  equalling  that  of  the 
cylinder  upon  its  axis,  by  which  new  surfaces  are  presented  equalling  the  extent  of  engraving. 
This  cylinder  is  then  hardened  and  is  ready  to  indent  either  copper  or  steel  plates,  which  is 
done  by  placing  it  in  the  same  press  before  described,  and  repeatedly  passing  it  over  the 
copper  or  steel  plates,  thereby  producing  another  engraving  identically  like  that  upon  the 
original  block  \ and  this  may  be  repeated  upon  any  required  number  of  plates,  as  the  original 
engraving  will  remain  to  produce  other  cylinders  if  ever  required,  and  when  transferred  to 
steel  plates  and  hardened,  these  will  also  serve  as  additional  matrices  for  the  production  of 
new  cylinders.  This  invention  promises  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  some  of  our  manufactur- 
ers, particularly  that  of  pottery,  which  may  now  be  embellished  with  beautiful  engravings,  so 
as  to  place  the  successful  competition  of  other  nations  at  a more  distant  period.  It  may  also 
be  applied  with  great  advantage  to  CALICO  printing,  by  producing  entirely  new  patterns 
upon  the  cylinders  from  which  they  were  printed,  an  object  of  great  importance  to  our 
manufacturing  interests.  These  are  among  its  obvious  applications;  but  as  a means  of 
rendering  Forgery  IMPRACTICABLE  it  claims  the  attention  of  statesmen  and  the  gratitude 
of  philanthropists,  who  shudder  at  the  hundreds  of  victims  which  are  now  immolated  to  the 
laws  by  the  facility  with  which  they  may  be  violated.  The  association  of  Mr.  Charles  Heath 
with  the  American  inventors  is  a fortunate  circumstance,  as  it  affords  a pledge,  that  all 
which  is  exquisite  in  art  will  be  combined  with  the  ingenious  mechanical  inventions  of  Mr. 
PERKINS  and  the  perseverance  of  Mr.  FAIRMAN;  and  be  the  means  of  conferring  every 
desirable  perfection  on  the  various  applications  of  the  Siderographic  process. 


British  Postage  Stamps  of  1858 

by  R.A.D.  HEATH 


Introduction  by  ROBERT  H.  PRATT 

The  manuscript  for  this  essay  was  furnished  by  Mrs.  Sylvia  Heath,  M.A.  It  was 
written  by  the  father  of  her  husband,  a member  of  the  Perkins  Bacon  firm.  The  top 
line  of  the  article  states  that  it  was  “written  for  publication  and  accepted  and  paid  for 
by  Charles  Nissen  & Co.”  (1930.) 
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The  Article 


This  article  is  a comment  on  the  section  entitled  “Production  of  the  plate  numbered  one 
penny  and  two  pence  stamps,  with  four  letters”  in  “Supplement  to  the  line  engraved  postage 
stamps  of  Great  Britain  printed  by  Perkins  Bacon  & Co.”  by  Edward  Denny  Bacon  C.V.O. 

There  appears  to  be  considerable  doubt  as  to  the  proposals  made  and  the  method 
employed  for  changing  the  stamps  at  this  time.  Particularly  is  this  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
24  mysterious  dies.  To  quote  a few  passages:  “.  . . Even  with  the  new  information  we  have 
now  obtained  we  are  quite  unable  to  understand  for  what  technical  reason  so  many  dies  were 
made  Did  the  father  and  son  disagree  as  to  the  best  method  of  carrying  out  the 

work?”  . . . “Whether  this  requirement  . . . has  any  bearing  on  the  making  of  twenty  new 
One  Penny  dies,  whose  purpose  we  do  not  fully  understand,  we  do  not  know” . . . “The  de- 
scription . . . given  by  Messrs.  Philbrick  & Westoby  . . . does  not  help  in  any  way  . . . The 
terms  used  in  the  description  are  very  confusing  But  we  are  unable  to  understand 

why  no  modification  was  made  in  the  number  of  the  flat  dies.” 

A few  technical  details  as  to  some  of  the  methods  employed  in  making  alterations  in  the 
design  of  stamps  may  possibly  supply  an  explanation  of  why  the  24  dies  in  question  were 
made.  It  is  important  to  understand  how  the  impression  on  a roller  is  dealt  with,  when  parts 
of  the  design  are  to  be  removed.  Although  the  process  is  similar  to  engraving,  it  differs  in 
this  respect  that  it  consists  of  removing  excresences  from  a curved  surface  instead  of  cutting 
lines  on  a flat  one.  In  order  to  make  it  quite  clear,  the  elementary  fact  must  be  stated  that 
the  lines  engraved  on  a flat  surface  vary  in  depth  as  well  as  width.  When  a roller  is  taken  up 
from  a die,  the  steel  is  forced  into  these  lines  and  the  impression  will  appear  as  small  rough 
ridges  and  lumps  of  varying  heights  sticking  out  from  a cylindrical  surface.  Wherever  the 
design  is  eventually  required  to  print  white,  the  ridges  and  lumps  must  be  “shaved”  off.  The 
tools  used  for  this  are  usually  “scrapers”  which  are  shaped  rather  like  tiny  little  carpenters’ 
chisels.  Sometimes  small  files  and  scrapers  are  used  for  large  removals. 

However  skillfully  work  is  done,  tool  marks  and  unevenness  remain,  and  as  a rule  the 
metal  is  removed  to  a depth  which  is  slightly  more  than  theoretically  necessary  in  order  to 
insure  that  the  required  whites  will  clean  up  level  with  the  other  whites  when  the  impression 
is  transferred  to  a flat  surface.  The  depth  to  which  the  scraper  cuts  are  taken  can  only  be 
judged  by  eye,  and  it  is  only  by  experience  that  the  operator  can  tell  whether  enough  metal 
has  been  removed. 

We  can  now  consider  the  process  involved  in  altering  the  British  stamps  of  the  period 
under  discussion.  A roller  would  be  taken  from  an  original  die  and  have  the  crosses  shaved 
off.  From  this  roller  a die  would  be  made.  This  die  would  show  the  tool  marks  and  have  a 
bumpy  appearance  in  the  top  squares  where  the  crosses  had  been  removed.  This  would 
necessitate  levelling  and  cleaning  up  the  small  square  surface  and  perhaps  touching  up  the 
lines  enclosing  it,  too.  From  this  single  die  with  its  complete  corners,  which  we  may  call  an 
intermediate  die,  would  be  taken  up  on  rollers  as  many  impressions  as  were  required  for  the 
plates.  In  these  impressions  would  be  “engraved”  the  plate  numbers  which  are  described  as 
being  in  the  “reticulated  framework”  (Vol.  I,  p.  158).  Here  it  should  be  noted  that  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  these  numbers  as  have  been  made  about  the  crosses,  and  it  should  be 
clearly  understood  that  the  numbers  could  not  be  engraved  so  perfectly  that  these  rollers 
could  be  used  for  laying  down  perfect  impressions.  They  could  only  be  “dug  out”  approxi- 
mately to  the  correct  shape  and  depth  and  when  transferred  would  show  a bumpy  and 
uneven  surface  slightly  raised  above  the  flat  surface  to  allow  for  cleaning  off  and  trimming 
to  a good  shape  In  order  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  having  to  do  this  on  the  240  impressions 
on  a stamp  plate,  dies  would  be  laid  down  first,  one  for  each  plate,  and  the  numbers  cleaned 
up  and  perfected  on  them.  Hence  the  necessity  of  a die  for  each  plate.  From  these  dies  would 
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be  taken  up  final  impressions  on  rollers  which  would  produce  perfect  impressions  on  the 
plates.  We  may  notice  that  as  the  rollers  on  which  the  plate  numbers  were  “engraved”  could 
only  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  final  dies,  they  would  be  of  no  further  use  after 
the  dies  were  made.  They  would  undoubtedly  have  been  softened  and  turned  off  and  used 
again  for  economy’s  sake.  The  process  described  seems  to  fit  in  with  the  evidence  which  has 
been  produced.  The  idea  that  there  were  some  “original  proposals”  entirely  different  from 
those  actually  adopted  seems  a pure  invention  and  the  reasons  given  in  support  of  it  un- 
convincing. 

Mr.  Bacon’s  letter  of  2nd  Jan.  1858  refers  to  “my  note  to  you  last  evening”  as  explain- 
ing the  “principle”  of  carrying  out  the  work.  This  letter  does  not  indicate  any  change  of 
“principle,”  which  he  says  was  “all  right”  but  only  suggests  an  improvement  in  one  par- 
ticular which  would  result  in  a “saving  in  the  original  metal  etc.”  The  words  “whereas  I 
calculated  each  plate  of  postage  stamps  would  require  a roller  and  its  accompaniments  for 
itself”  evidently  mean  that  the  roller  was  a final  roller  and  its  accompaniments  (plural)  were 
(a)  an  “intermediate”  roller  and  (b)  a final  die.  The  words  “this  would  produce  considerable 
saving  in  original  metal  and  in  the  softening,  polishing,  and  hardening  the  same”  have  a cer- 
tain significance.  The  particular  word  “softening”  can  quite  easily  be  understood  to  refer  to 
the  “intermediate”  rollers  being  readied  for  use  again. 

Mr.  J.P.  Bacon’s  letter  of  Jan.  7th  substantiates  his  father’s  letter  by  mentioning  “extra 
circular  dies”  and  “extra  flat  dies  occasioned  by  the  operation.”  The  words  “stamping  two 
extra  consecutive  numbers  for  each  plate”  probably  refer  to  marginal  plate  numbers.  Mr. 
Bacon’s  letter  of  19  Jan.  refers  again  to  “all  the  flat  and  circular  dies.”  The  words  “strike 
two  extra  numbers  on  every  stamp  which  is  issued”  do  not  imply  that  these  numbers  were  to 
be  punched  (and  therefore  be  black  letter)  but  seem  to  be  in  explanation  of  the  previous 
expression  “alter  and  add  to  the  letter.” 

That  black  letter  figures  were  ever  contemplated  is  extremely  doubtful  and  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  the  description  of  Messr’s  Philbrick  and  Westoby  “might  be  taken  to  mean  that 
the  numbers  were  in  black  letter.”  The  words  quoted  in  Vol.  I are  “the  figures  being  larger 
and  thicker  than  those  afterwards  adopted”  and  they  indicate  a difference  in  size  but  not 
color. 

As  interpreted  in  the  light  of  the  process  described  above  these  letters  do  not  appear  to 
present  any  great  difficulty.  Whether  this  explanation  of  the  so-called  “mysterious  dies” 
withstands  the  test  of  criticism  remains  to  be  seen.  That  is  a subject  for  those  who  are  con- 
versant with  philatelic  research. 


Designing  U.S.  Stamps 

(Concluded  from  page  22) 


a novice,  after  initial  training,  begins  to 
distinguish  individual  instruments  in  a 
musical  arrangement. 

For  the  record,  then,  here  are  the  art  di- 
rectors for  1984  issues  announced  so  far: 

• 20c  Alaska  Statehood:  Howard  Paine. 

• 20c  Winter  Olympics  block : Bradbury 
Thompson. 

• 20c  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Cor- 
poration: Donald  M.  McDowell. 

• 20c  Harry  S.  Truman:  Mary  Margaret 
Grant. 


• 20c  Love  stamp:  Bradbury  Thomp- 
son. 

• 20c  Carter  G.  Woodson:  Jack 
Williams. 

• 11c  Railroad  Caboose:  Mary  Margaret 
Grant. 

• 20c  Soil  and  Water  Conservation: 
Donald  M.  McDowell. 

• 20c  Credit  Union  Act  of  1934:  Donald 
M.  McDowell. 

• 40c  Lillian  Gilbreth : Bradbury 
Thompson. 
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Kelleher  Auctions  Now  Include 
Syngraphic  Material 

Further  evidence  of  the  close  relationship  between  philately  and  numismatics/syn- 
graphics  was  given  in  the  Sept.  13,  1983  auction  sale  conducted  by  the  well-known  philatelic 
firm  of  Daniel  F,  Kelleher  of  Boston.  Toward  the  end  of  the  sale  was  a section  of  20  lots  of 
“bank  note  and  engraving  specialities.”  Prices  realized  are  not  available,  but  some  of  the 
more  interesting  lots  and  estimates  are  as  follows: 


Postage  & Civil  War  Emergency  Currency,  Collection  of  50  items  inch  4 Postage  Cur- 
rency Bills,  Scott  #’s5x2,  6,  & 7;  7 Fractional  Currency  Notes,  Freidberg  #’sl255, 

1257x2,  1265,  1266x2  & 1309;  9 Proofs  of  Fractional  Notes,  Friedberg  #’sl231-SP, 

Obv.  & Rev.,  1236-SP,  Rev.,  1243-SP,  Obv.  & Rev.,  1282-SP  same  & 1313-SP,  same 
but  Rev.  mtd.  on  card;  +3  50c.  Notes  (Scott  #8)  with  overprints  & defects;  3c 
Burnett’s  Cocoaine  Kalliston  (Scott  #45),  encased  postage  stamp,  V.F.,  11  privately 
issued  fractional  notes;  A.L.S.  of  F.E.  Spinner  as  U.S.  Treasurer  with  engraved  por- 
trait; facsimile  die  proof  of  12c  encased  postage  stamp,  & 11  envelopes  or  postage 
stamps  for  use  as  currency,  7 of  which  are  printed,  the  rest  ms.,  condition  varies  but 
most  notes  V.G. -Fine,  an  interesting  group.  Est.  Net  400.00 

Baptism  of  Pocahontas,  Engraved  die  proof  of  vignette  with  corn  & tobacco  leaves  in 
borders  & American  Bank  Note  Co.  Imprint  mtd  on  6 " x 4 " card,  design  as  used  on 

rev.  of  $20.00  National  Bank  Note,  Series  of  1863  & 1875,  V.F.  Est.  Net  1(K).00 

The  Battle  of  Lexington,  Engraved  die  proof  die  sunk  on  SVi"  x 3 34"  card,  design  as 

used  on  obv.  of  $20.00  National  Bank  Note,  Series  of  1863  & 1875,  V.F.,  fresh. 

Est.  Net  50.00 


Declaration  of  Independence,  American  Bank  Note  Co.  engraving  of  vignette  with  border 
of  flags  printed  directly  on  8 V4 " x 5V2 " card,  design  used  for  rev.  of  $100.00  National 
Bank  Note  Series  of  1863  & 1875  as  well  as  20c  1869  stamp,  V.F.  Est.  Net 


Declaration  of  Independence,  Engraved  die  proof  as  above  printed  directly  on  8V4"  x 
5 V2 " card,  glued  onto  black  card,  o/w  V.F.  Est.  Net 


Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  England,  Engraved  die  proof  of  vignette  with  National  Bank  Note 
Co.  imprint  die  sunk  on  5 " x 3 " card,  design  as  used  on  rev.  of  $2.00  National  Bank 
Note,  Series  of  1863  & 1875,  V.F.  Est.  Net 


Bank  Note  & Stamp  Engravers,  6 Invoices  for  packages  of  Bank  Notes,  1 each  signed  by 
F.  Rawdon,  Neziah  Wright  & Geo.  Hatch  as  Engravers  for  Rawdon,  Wright  & Hatch, 
+ 1 each  signed  by  S.S.  Jocelyn  & W.C.  Smillie  of  Draper,  Toppan  & Co.  & D.  S. 
Stiles  of  Danforth,  Spencer  & Huffy,  + Original  Copper  Die  of  Washington  portrait 
similar  to  10c  1847  stamp  & die  impression  same  size,  & an  engraved  transportation 
scene  die  sunk  on  7V2"  x 5y2"  card,  & accompanying  article,  V.F.  scarce  postal 
history  group. 

Jacob  Perkins,  Engraver,  Proofs,  2 proofs  of  vignettes  inscribed  Engraved  in  my  pres- 
ence upon  the  Siderographic  Plan  of  Messr’s  Perkins,  Fairman  & Heath  in  Two 
Minutes  on  the  29th  (or  31st)  of  July,  1820”,  die  sunk  on  5V2"  x 4y2"  cards,  + 5 
Specimens  of  British  Promissory  Notes  or  Demand  Notes,  3 of  which  are  die  sunk  on 

^ T^ct  Nipt 

cards,  Fine-V.F.,  handsome  & very  scarce. 


100.00 

100.00 


50.00 


500.00 


250.00  + 


Two  lots  described  as 

$100.00  Nalional  Bank  Nole,  Series  of  1875,  Specimen  impression  without  Treasury  Seal, 
both  sides  printed  on  same  piece  of  heavy  paper,  approx.  SK'  x 6'/^,  2 punch  holes  on 
obv.  impression,  scarce  & probably  unique. 
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$50.00-$1,000.00  National  Bank  Note  Specimens,  Series  of  1875,  4 partial  impressions  of 
reverse  only  printed  in  green  & black  on  the  same  card,  2 showing  part  of  designs  used 
for  1869  stamps,  glue  on  rev.,  o/w  V.F.  card.  Est.  Net  1,500.00 

may  have  been  plates  from  Heath  Counterfeit  Detectors  as  described  in  Dr.  Jackson’s  series 
in  this  Journal  over  the  past  two  years.  The  illustration  of  the  $100  National  Bank  Note 
design  would  seem  to  confirm  this  observation. 

Also  included  in  the  group  were  two  of  the  popular  bound  volumes  of  engravings  de- 
scribed as  follows : 

U.S.  Treasury  Department  Specimen  Engravings,  green  leather -bound  volume,  approx. 

10"  X 7",  of  132  engravings,  each  on  a separate  leaf,  titled  Vignettes  and  Portraits  on 
the  spine  in  gilt  letters  with  the  name  of  presentee,  Hon.  J.A.  Hubbell,  on  front  cover. 

Treasury  Dept.  Seal  & Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  imprint  on  title  page,  engrav- 
ings inch  Washington  x3,  Lincoln  x2,  Hamilton,  Jefferson,  various  Cabinet  Officers, 

Ships,  Eagles,  Buildings,  Allegorical  Figures,  Battle  Scenes,  etc.,  many  designs  used  on 
U.S.  stamps  or  Bank  Notes,  probably  only  1 page  missing,  a few  stains  on  the  first  3 
or  4 pages,  minor  cover  damage,  engravings  mostly  fresh  «fe  handsome,  about  Fine, 
probably  produced  in  1870’s-80’s,  Very  Rare  & seldom  offered.  Est.  Net  2,500.00 

Specimens  from  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  1890,  partly  leather -bound  volume  of 
51  heavy  pages,  each  approx.  5y2"  x 8",  each  leaf  with  an  engraved  portrait  with 
B.E.P.  imprint  die  sunk  on  page,  engravings  inch  Presidents  Washington  through  Gar- 
field, prominent  Statesmen  & Military  Officers,  W.C.  Bryant  & Wash.  Irving,  -l- 
Views  of  the  White  House,  Capitol,  & State  Dept.,  some  light  aging  spots,  Washington 
engraving  with  a scratch,  Fine-V.F.,  Rare.  Est.  Net  500.00 


An  Early  Offering 


1847(2)  2.50 

1851-7(8)  10.00 

1861-7(9)  10.00 

1869(10)  10.00 

1870(11)  10.00 

Newspapers  complete  (25)  35.00 

Agriculture  complete  (1 1 10.00 

Interior  complete  (10)  10.00 

Justice  complete  (10)  15.00 

Dept,  of  State  complete  (15)  25.00 

Navy  complete  (1 1)  10.00 

Executive  complete  (5)  10.00 

Treasury  complete  (1 1)  10.00 

Post  Office  complete  (10)  10.00 

War  complete  (1 1)  10.00 


1893,  one  set,  complete,  of  the  beautiful 
Columbian  issues,  die  proofs, 
mounted  on  cards  6x9  inches  and 
neatly  soufted,  under  each  stamp  is 
the  die  proof  number  and  imprint  of 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  very 

scarce  and  well  worth  the  reserve  $75.00 

1894,  Bureau  print,  one  complete  set, 
die  proofs,  beautifully  soufted,  on 


continued  from  page  16 

cards  6x8  inches,  of  all  the  postage 
dues,  newspaper  and  periodical 
stamps  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  En- 
graving and  Printing.  These  come 
packed  loose  in  a neat  case  like  the 
other  thirty-two  sets  that  were  made 
and  distributed  by  order  of  the 
President  to  members  of  the  Cabi- 
net. I have  been  reliably  informed 
that  there  were  but  thirty-three  sets 
issued.  This  is  a very  beautiful  and 
extremely  rare  set  of  die  proofs.  100.00 

The  following  proofs  are  unique  and  show 
how  the  American  Bank  Note  die  was  altered  by 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving.  The  collector  that  is 
fortunate  to  secure  the  following  lots  has  not 
only  valuable  proofs,  but  ones  that  demonstrate 
how  the  work  is  done. 

1 cent  on  India  paper,  two  impressions 
on  one  kind  of  paper,  one  showing 
the  imprint  of  the  1890  1 cent,  the 
other  by  its  side  showing  one  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  33) 
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PROPOSA.L 


FOK 

ADHESIVE  POSTAGE  STAMPS, 


The  iiiulei'oigned, 


doing  l)iisiness  as  steel  engraver  and  jdate  printer  in  tlie  city  of 

, submit  to  t]>e  Post  Office  Department,  in  conformity  with  the 

terms  and  conditions  of  an  advertisement  dated  ])ecember  12,  1872,  a printed  copy  of  whicli  is  hereto 
attached  and  made  part  hereof,  the  following  proposal  for  furnishing  adhesive  postage  stamps,  to  wit: 


DESCRIPTION. 

BIDDER’S  PRICE  PER 
THOUSAND. 

i 

1 

AdIIESIVK  I’OSTAOK  STAMPS I 

Dollars. 

Conts. 

Bidder’s  Proposals  for  Printing  U.S. 
Bank  Note  Issue  Stamps 

ICATTERED  throughout  philatelic  literature  are  transcripts  of  various  contracts  and 
other  legal  documents  that  relate  to  the  printing  of  U.S.  stamps  by  private  concerns  in 

the  19th  century.  However,  transcripts  of  the  forms  furnished  by  the  Post  Office 

Department  to  prospective  bidders  on  the  stamp  printing  contracts  are  rarely  found.  Neither 
Luff  nor  Brookman  include  these  bid  forms  in  their  entirety,  in  some  cases  quoting  partially 
and/or  indirectly.  While  much  of  these  bid  forms  is  repetitive  from  year  to  year  and  is 
couched  in  uninteresting  legal  language,  the  fact  remains  that  the  kernels  of  useful  infor- 
mation contained  in  these  transcripts  should  be  made  available  to  the  collecting  public  when 
possible. 

A group  of  such  forms  covering  the  1873-1889  years  has  been  made  available  to  the 
Journal  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Knapp,  who  collected  the  blank  forms  in  connection  with  his 
specialty  work  on  the  bank  note  period  stamps.  We  shall  reproduce  the  texts  in  their  entirety 
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and  in  some  cases  the  actual  format  will  be  shown  where  there  is  a distinctive  feature  of 
special  interest,  along  with  brief  commentaries  to  orient  the  reader  to  the  historical  frame- 
work involved  with  each  of  the  bidding  forms.  (The  historical  background  is  printed  in 
italics  to  distinguish  it  from  the  transcriptions  of  the  forms  themselves.) 

Although  these  documents  do  not  bear  directly  on  essays  and  proofs,  they  do  form  a 
part  of  the  historical  background  of  the  issues  and  essay /proof  collectors,  of  course,  are 
always  interested  in  such  background  and  production  details. 

The  following  bidder's  proposal  form  was  probably  used  for  the  procurement  of  stamps 
from  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  beginning  in  the  middle  of  1873.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
under  ”Dies,  Rolls,  and  Plates”  no  mention  was  made  of  a requirement  for  the  addition  of 
what  philatelists  call  the  ‘'secret  marks”  as  either  a cancellation  of  the  previous  contractor's 
(National  Bank  Note  Co.)  designs  or  a means  of  identifying  the  new  contractor's  work. 
Also,  no  special  mention  was  made  of  the  official  stamps. 


(A  D VER  TISEMENT.) 

PROPOSALS  FOR  ADHESIVE  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT, 

December  12,  1872 

Sealed  proposals  are  invited,  from  steel-plate  engravers  and  plate  printers,  and  will  be  received  at 
this  Department  until  12  o’clock  M.  on  Friday,  the  tenth  (10th)  day  of  January,  1873,  for  furnishing 
postage  stamps  for  a term  of  four  years,  commencing  on  the  first  (1st)  day  of  May,  1873. 

QUALITY  OF  STAMPS. 

The  stamps  must  be  furnished,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Department,  from  steel  plates,  en- 
graved in  the  highest  style  of  the  art  of  steel  engraving,  and  printed  in  such  colors  as  may  be  selected  by 
the  Department,  in  the  best  and  most  approved  manner,  equal  in  every  respect  to  the  stamps  now  in 
use,  upon  paper  of  the  best  quality  suitable  for  the  purpose,  thoroughly  gummed  with  the  best  quality 
of  adhesive  gum,  perforated  in  such  manner  that  each  stamp  can  be  readily  detached  and  used,  the 
sheets  to  be  well  pressed,  and  packed  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  adhering  to  each  other ; the  same  to  be 
furnished  with  all  reasonable  dispatch,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Department  to  fill 
the  separate  daily  requisitions  of  postmasters  and  postal  agents. 

STOCK  ON  HAND. 

The  contractor  shall  at  all  times  keep  on  hand  a stock  of  the  several  denominations  of  stamps, 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  agent  of  the  Department,  in  all  stages  of  manufacture,  sufficient  to  meet 
all  orders  of  the  Department,  and  to  provide  against  any  and  all  contingencies  that  may  be  likely  to 
occur  during  the  existence  of  the  contract,  so  that  each  and  every  order  of  the  Department  may  be 
promptly  filled ; and  the  Department  shall  have  the  right  to  require  the  contractor,  at  any  time  during 
the  existence  of  the  contract,  to  furnish  an  extra  quantity  of  stamps  not  exceeding  a supply  for  three 
months. 


PACKING. 

Stamps  to  be  transmitted  by  sea  routes  must  be  securely  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  tin  cases, 
wrapped  in  strong  manilla  paper;  all  others  must  either  be  packed  in  strong  binders ’-board  boxes, 
bound  on  the  edges  and  corners  with  muslin,  and  enveloped  in  two  thicknesses  of  strong  manilla  paper, 
or  inclosed  in  strong  manilla  envelopes,  as  the  quantity  to  be  transmitted  may  require;  all  packages  to 
be  so  inclosed  as  to  enable  the  agent  of  the  Department  to  officially  seal  them. 
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BLANKS. 

In  addition,  the  contractor  will  be  required  to  furnish  labels,  and  direct  the  same  for  each  package 
in  accordance  with  the  daily  lists  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  Department;  together  with  all  other 
blanks  required  to  be  inclosed  with  the  stamps;  also  all  blanks  for  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  and 
quarterly  returns  relating  to  the  number  and  denominations  of  stamps  furnished. 

ESTIMATE  OF  QUANTITY  REQUIRED. 

The  number  of  stamps  issued  and  to  be  issued  during  the  four  years  embraced  by  the  present  con- 
tract is  estimated  to  be  two  billion  ninety-four  million,  the  average  yearly  increase  being  eight  and  forty- 
hundredths  per  cent. 

For  the  next  four  years  it  is  estimated,  at  the  same  ratio  of  annual  increase,  two  billion  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-three  million  stamps  will  be  required. 

It  must  be  understood,  however,  that  proposals  made  under  this  advertisement  shall  include  all  the 
stamps  needed  by  the  Department  during  the  contract  term,  without  reference  to  the  above  estimates, 
which  are  here  given  only  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  bidders. 

DELIVERY. 

The  stamps  may  be  required  to  be  delivered  by  the  contractor  in  separate  packages,  as  above  pro- 
vided for,  at  the  post  office  in  the  place  where  the  same  are  manufactured ; or  in  such  quantities  at  the 
Post  Office  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  (each  denomination  being  kept  separate),  as  the  Post- 
master General  may  direct. 

DIES,  ROLLS,  AND  PLATES. 

The  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  from  which  postage  stamps  are  now  printed,  being  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  will  be  placed  in  the  keeping  and  custody  of  the  contractor  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1873, 
the  same  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  and  control  of  the  Department,  as  hereinafter  provided ; and 
the  contractor  will  be  required  from  said  dies,  rolls,  and  plates,  and  from  such  rolls  and  plates  as  may 
be  necessary  to  reproduce  from  the  original  dies,  to  have  on  hand,  ready  for  issue  on  the  day  the  con- 
tract term  commences,  a sufficient  stock  of  stamps,  of  the  several  denominations  required,  to  fill  the 
current  daily  requisitions  from  the  Department,  without  hindrance  or  delay. 

The  contractor  will  be  further  required  to  keep  in  repair  all  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  from  which 
stamps  may  be  printed,  and  to  renew  the  same  whenever  required;  and  should  new  designs  be  required 
at  any  time  to  take  the  place  of  the  present  series  of  stamps,  or  of  any  of  them,  or  for  denominations  of 
stamps  not  now  in  use,  the  same  shall  be  furnished  and  engraved,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  upon  his  request,  within  a reasonable  time;  all  which  shall  be  done  and  executed  in 
the  best  style  of  steel  engraving  by  the  contractor,  and  at  his  own  expense.  All  dies,  rolls,  and  plates 
made  or  used  at  any  time  in  filling  the  contract  shall  be  the  absolute  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  be  delivered,  in  good  working  order,  to  the  Postmaster  General  or  his  authorized  agent  whenever 
demanded. 

BUILDING,  PLACE  OF  MANUFACTURE,  ETC. 

The  stamps  will  be  required  to  be  manufactured  in  a fire-proof  building,  and  in  separate  apart- 
ments, distinct  from  those  in  which  any  other  work  is  done  by  the  contractor;  and  when  finished  must 
be  placed  in  a fire  and  burglar-proof  safe  or  vault,  to  be  specially  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  said 
apartments  and  safe  or  vault  shall,  at  all  times,  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  an  agent  of  the 
Department. 

REPORTS. 

The  contractor  will  be  required  to  report  weekly,  under  oath,  the  number  of  stamps  manufactured 
(finished,  unfinished  and  spoiled),  the  number  issued  during  the  week,  and  the  number  available  for 
issue;  all  spoiled  stamps  to  be  destroyed  by  the  agent  of  the  Department  in  the  presence  of  the  con- 
tractor or  his  representative. 

STAMP  AGENT. 

An  agent  of  the  Department  will  have  supervision  of  the  manufacture,  storage,  and  issue  of  the 
stamps,  who  shall,  at  all  times,  have  full  and  free  access  to  the  apartments,  safes,  and  vaults  where  the 
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stamps  are  manufactured  and  stored,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  same;  and  the  contractor  shall 
furnish  him  and  his  clerks  suitable  office  and  desk  room,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  his 
agency,  without  cost  to  the  Government. 

CONTRACT  NOT  ASSIGNABLE. 

The  contract  cannot,  in  any  case,  be  lawfully  transferred  or  assigned. 

RESERVATIONS. 

The  Postmaster  General  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids  if,  in  his  judgment,  the 
interests  of  the  Government  require  it;  also  the  right  to  annul  the  contract  if,  in  his  opinion,  there  shall 
be  a failure  at  any  time  to  perform  faithfully  any  of  its  stipulations,  or  in  case  of  a willful  attempt  to 
impose  upon  the  Department  stamps  inferior  to  those  now  in  use. 

PAYMENTS. 

Payments  for  stamps  actually  issued  and  delivered  will  be  made  quarterly,  after  proper  examina- 
tion and  adjustment  of  accounts. 


AGREEMENT  — BONDS. 

Within  ten  days  after  the  contract  has  been  awarded  the  successful  bidder  shall  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment, in  writing,  with  the  Postmaster-General  to  faithfully  observe  and  keep  the  terms,  conditions,  and 
requirements  set  forth  in  this  advertisement,  according  to  their  true  intent  and  meaning,  and  shall 
make,  execute,  and  deliver,  subject  to  the  approval  and  acceptance  of  the  Postmaster  General,  bonds, 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($200,000),  as  a for- 
feiture, for  the  faithful  performance  of  said  agreement  or  contract,  according  to  the  provisions  and 
subject  to  the  liabilities  of  the  seventeenth  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  “An  Act  legalizing  and 
making  appropriations  for  such  necessary  objects  as  have  been  usually  included  in  the  general  appro- 
priation bills  without  authority  of  law,  and  to  fix  and  provide  for  certain  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Departments  and  offices  of  the  Government,  and  for  other  purposes”  {United  States  Statutes  at  Large, 
volume  5,  page  526),  approved  August  26,  1842,  which  act  provides  that  in  case  the  contractor  shall  fail 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  his  contract  he  and  his  sureties  shall  be  liable  for  forfeiture  specified  in 
such  contract  as  liquidated  damages,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  in  any  court 
having  jurisdiction  thereof. 

If  the  contractor  to  whom  the  first  award  may  be  made  should  fail  to  enter  into  agreement  and  give 
satisfactory  bonds,  as  herein  provided,  then  the  award  may  be  annulled  and  the  contract  let  to  the  next 
lowest  responsible  bidder,  and  so  on  until  the  required  agreement  and  bonds  are  executed;  and  such 
next  lowest  bidder  shall  be  required  to  fulfill  every  stipulation  embraced  herein,  as  if  he  were  the 
original  party  to  whom  the  contract  was  awarded. 

The  agreement  will  also  provide  that,  if  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract  the 
sureties  shall  die,  or  become  irresponsible  for  the  entire  penalty  of  the  bond,  the  Postmaster  General 
shall  have  the  right  to  require  a new  bond,  with  additional  and  sufficient  sureties,  which  the  contractor 
shall  furnish,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Postmaster  General,  within  ten  days  after  notice,  and  in  default 
thereof  the  contract  may  be  annulled. 


EXTENSION. 

Should  the  interest  of  the  Government  require,  this  contract  may  be  extended  beyond  the  time 
named,  not  exceeding  three  months,  by  order  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  the  contract  prices  and  all 
conditions  herein  set  forth  shall  govern  such  extended  contract. 

PROPOSALS. 

No  proposal  will  be  considered  unless  accompanied  by  a satisfactory  guarantee,  signed  by  at  least 
two  responsible  parties. 

Bidders  must  state  in  their  proposals  the  price  per  thousand  stamps,  including  everything  required 
to  be  done  or  furnished,  as  set  forth  in  this  advertisement;  and  all  proposals  must  be  made  upon  the 
blank  forms  furnished  by  the  Department,  securely  enveloped  and  sealed,  marked  “Proposals  for  Post- 
age Stamps,”  and  addressed  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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JOHN  A.  J.  CRESWELL, 

Postmaster  General 


In  the  event  of  the  acceptance  of  the  foregoing  bid,  the  said  

agree  , within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  acceptance,  to  enter  into  contract  according  to  the 
terms,  conditions,  and  requirements  of  the  advertisement  aforesaid,  and  to  forthwith  execute  bonds  in 
the  penalty  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($200,000),  with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Postmaster  General,  conditioned  for  the  honest  and  faithful  performance  of  said  con- 
tract; and  said  bond  shall  be  given  with  special  reference  to  section  17  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
August  26,  1842,  entitled  “An  Act  legalizing  and  making  appropriations  for  such  necessary  objects  as 
have  been  usually  included  in  the  general  appropriation  bills  without  authority  of  law,  and  to  fix  and 
provide  for  certain  incidental  expenses  of  the  Departments  and  offices  of  the  Government,  and  for 
other  purposes.”  (U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  5,  page  526.) 

(Signature  of  bidder.) 


(To  be  continued) 


An  Early  Offering  — concluded  from  page  28 


corner  ornaments  put  in  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Engraving 

Same,  on  cardboard,  with  two  impres- 
sions of  the  one  cent,  as  above  de- 
scribed, and  also  two  impressions  of 
the  two  cents,  showing  change  of 
die,  the  2 cents  printed  light,  all  in 
blue,  all  on  one  piece  of  cardboard, 
a rare  one  in  proofs 

2 cents,  on  cardboard,  two  impressions, 
both  on  one  piece  of  cardboard, 
showing  change  of  die,  as  above  de- 
scribed, printed  lightly  in  blue 

2c.  die  proof  on  India  paper,  printed  by 
Bureau  Engraving,  with  corner 
ornaments,  but  with  imprint  of 
American  Bank  Note  Co.,  showing 
how  the  old  stamp  was  altered,  large 
margins 

5c.,  same  as  above  in  every  respect 

2c.  newspaper,  same  as  above,  soufted 
on  card,  showing  experimental  work 
at  the  bureau 


10.00 


20.00 


10.00 


10.00 

10.00 


5.00 


10c.  newspaper,  die  proof  on  India  pa- 
per, large  margins 

$20  newspaper,  same,  but  showing  plate 
No.  of  American  Bank  Note  Co.  74 


$100  newspaper,  same,  without  plate 

No.  5.00 

The  above  are  all  perfect,  large  margins,  and 
the  only  ones  ever  offered  for  sale  as  far  as  we 
know. 

The  following  set  of  cardboard  proofs,  cata- 
logued as  one  lot,  are  exceptionally  selected,  per- 
fect specimens,  with  even  margins,  and  the  fact 
that  the  plates  from  which  these  were  printed 
have  been  destroyed  makes  them  much  more 
valuable  than  is  generally  understood.  Mr.  Scott 
catalogues  them  at  $1  each. 

1 set,  complete,  cardboard  proofs,  1847, 
to  and  including  the  Columbian  set, 
departments,  dues,  newspaper  and 
periodicals,  perfect  40.00 
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Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  Sample  Sheet 

Many  old  familiar  vignettes  turn  up  on  this  sample  sheet  of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & 
Edson  of  New  York,  Cincinnati  and  New  Orleans,  “also  at  Boston  under  the  name  of  the 
New  England  Bank  Note  Co.”  It  is  reproduced  here  courtesy  of  Dr.  Glenn  Jackson. 
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Asian  Area  Essays/Proofs  at 

Robson  Lowe  Auctions,  1983 
Sale  of  Oct.  19-20,  1983 

All  descriptions  from  the  auctioneer’s  catalog;  prices  realized  stated  in  dollars,  estimates  in 
Swiss  francs. 

CHINA 

Proofs  and  Essays 

The  following  six  lots  are  imperforate  and  ungummed  unless  otherwise  stated. 

Imperial  Maritime  Customs  Post 


Lot 

Valuation 

Realized 

10 

Essays  with  the  extra  circle 

Thin  paper:  Ic.  pale  yellow-green  (marginal),  3c.  pale  red  and  5c. 
ochre  (light  creasing  at  top),  very  fine. 

S.F.  400 

$ 295.00 

11 

— 3c.  pale  red  from  the  foot  of  the  sheet,  fine,  partly  gummed. 

S.F.  175 

$ 187.00 

12 

— 5c.  yellow  horizontal  pair  from  the  top  of  the  sheet,  very  fine, 
insignificant  creasing. 

S.F.  275 

$ 348.00 

15 

— ditto,  horizontal  pair  from  the  foot  of  the  sheet,  very  fine. 

S.F.  225 

$ 268.00 

.s  y.  ' '* 




Proofs  with  extra  circle  removed 

15  Thin  paper:  3c.  pale  red  horizontal  pair  from  the  left  of  the  sheet, 

fine. 


S.F.  250  $ 241.00 


17 


Mencarini  presentation  proofs  (1905) 

Ic  to  5c  in  blue-black  on  thick  paper,  faint  age  spotting,  other- 

■ . ;.  S.F.  250  $ 118.00 

wise  fine. 


36 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  161 


1885-88  Second  Customs  Issue 


144  Proofs:  Ic.  green  on  rice  paper  with  56  mm.  sheet  margin  at  right 
and  5c.  olive-yellow  pair,  both  imperf.  on  unwatermarked 
paper;  also  J.  Mencarini  imperf.  Ic.  to  5c.  in  blue-black 

(traces  of  rust).  S.F.  350  $ 643.00 
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1894-97  Sixtieth  Birthday  of  the  Dowager  Empress 


Proofs 

173  Ic.  to  24c.  enlarged  reproductions  made  by  R.  A.  de  Villard  from 

his  original  drawings  for  the  adopted  designs  on  semi-trans- 
parent wove  paper,  the  6c.  and  12c.  (light  creasing)  with  small 
marginal  fox  marks. 

174  Ic.,  2c.  (3,  pair),  3c.  and  4c.  pairs,  5c.,  6c.,  pair,  12c.  (2)  and  24c. 

pair,  first  printing  on  thin  native  paper,  on  ten  pieces,  the  2c. 
pair  cancelled  by  “CUSTOMS/CHINKIANG”  c.d.s.  in  black 
and  others  tied  by  “CUSTOMS/ANPING”  c.d.s.  in  red,  the 
Ic.  and  24c.  with  peripheral  age  spots  and  3c.  with  minor 
creasing  and  tiny  marginal  nick.  A rare  and  exquisite  assembly. 

175  Ic.,  3c.,  5c.,  9c.  and  24c.,  first  printing,  perforated  on  unwater- 

marked gummed  paper,  4c.  and  6c.  imperf.  on  thin  native 
paper  with  “CUSTOMS/ANPING”  c.d.s.  in  red,  and  second 
printing  Ic.  and  2c.  (2)  to  6c.  imperforate  (all  but  5c.  and  6c. 
marginal)  on  wove  paper,  fine  appearance,  some  faults.  (14) 

176  Ic.  to  6c.  pairs  and  9c.  to  24c.,  second  printing  imperforate  on 

thin  wove  paper,  very  fine. 


S.F.  1250  $ 804.00 


S.F.  1500  $ 857.00 


S.F.  600  $ 308.00 
S.F.  1000  $ 509.00 


Waterlow  Sample  Proof  Sheets 

The  following  16  lots  comprise  miniature  sheets  (3  x 3)  on  unwatermarked  and  ungummed  paper 
containing  three  values  se-tenant  in  vertical  rows.  Printed  in  a range  of  colours,  some  bear  a striking 
resemblance  to  those  actually  adopted.  The  purpose  of  these  sheets  was  to  demonstrate  to  prospective 
clients  the  near  perfection  of  Waterlow  & Sons  Ltd.  engraving  and  printing  skills.  Each  stamp  is 
diagonally  overprinted  “WATERLOW  & SONS  LTD. /SPECIMEN”  and  has  a small  security  punch. 


919  1898  V2C.,  Ic.  and  2c.  in  deep  blue,  small  tear  in  selvedge 

920  — ditto,  in  grey-blue 

921  — ditto,  in  pale  red 

922  — 4c.,  5c.  and  10c.  in  brown 

923  — ditto,  in  greenish  blue 

924  — ditto,  in  vermilion 

925  — 20c.,  30c.  and  50c.  in  ochre-buff 

926  — ditto,  in  maroon 

927  — ditto,  in  brownish  violet 

928  — $1,  $2  and  $5  in  red  and  yellow,  small  tear  in  selvedge 

929  — ditto,  in  claret  and  yellow 

930  — ditto,  in  blue  and  yellow 

931  1909  First  Year  of  Reign  of  Emperor  Hsuan  T’ung  7c.,  3c.  and 

2c.  in  blue  and  black 

932  1913  “Reaper”  15c.,  16c.,  20c.,  30c.  and  50c.,  two  of  each  value 

except  last,  in  green 

933  — ditto,  in  purple-violet 

934  — ditto,  in  red 


S.F.  150 
S.F.  150 
S.F.  150 


$1714.00 


S.F.  125 
S.F.  125 
S.F.  125 
S.F.  125 
S.F.  125 
S.F.  125 
S.F.  150 
S.F.  150 
S.F.  150 
S.F.  200 
S.F.  200 
S.F.  200' 


S.F.  150  $ 139.00 


S 147.00 
$ 250.00 
$ 147.00 


Taiwan  (Formosa) 

Chinese  Province  — 1888  Essay  on  Small  Dragons 
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959 


960 

962 


3c.  mauve  imperf.  interpanneau  block  (4  x 2)  from  the  top  of  the 
sheet  on  gummed  paper,  left  block  overprinted  “Taiwain  Post- 
age Stamp”  in  Chinese  characters  and  right  block  overprinted 
“FORMOSA”  diagonally,  both  in  red,  fine  though  slightly 
toned. 

— ditto,  block  of  four  from  the  lower  right  corner  of  the  sheet 
on  ungummed  paper  with  Chinese  character  overprint  in  red, 
superb. 

— 5c.  olive  bistre  perf.  1 1 V2,  corner  singles  (2)  on  gummed  paper 
(a  trifle  toned)  with  English  and  Chinese  characters  overprints 
respectively  and  imperf.  pair  from  the  lower  right  corner  of  the 
sheet  on  ungummed  paper  with  Chinese  characters  overprint 
on  reverse,  very  fine. 


S.F.  1500  $ 536.00 

S.F.  600  $ 281.00 


S.F.  500  $ 425.00 
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963  — imperf,  block  of  four  from  the  lower  right  corner  of  the  sheet 

on  ungummed  paper  with  Chinese  character  overprint  in  red, 


very  fine. 

S.F.  600 

$ 550.00 

964 

— ditto,  a very  similar  block  except  marginal  at  left  only,  top 
right  stamp  shows  break  in  frame,  tiny  blue  mark  on  reverse  is 
just  visible  through  front,  very  fine. 

S.F.  600 

S 600.00 

975 

1888  (Apr.)  Horse  and  Dragon  20c.  die  proof  in  blue  on  thin 
wove  paper  (47  x 51  mm.),  fine. 

S.F.  400 

$ 321.00 

976 

— ditto,  a similar  die  proof  except  in  brown,  light  horizontal 
crease. 

S.F.  400 

$ 348.00 

Chungking 

Due  to  its  location  (Szechwan  Province)  on  the  Yangtsekiang  1500  miles  from  the  sea  and  400  miles 
beyond  Ichang,  it  was  at  the  disadvantage  of  having  its  mail  to  down-river  ports  and  coastal  cities  re- 
fused by  the  Customs  Post.  In  order  to  meet  the  postal  needs  of  the  city,  A.  Little  of  the  Chungking 
Transport  Co.  organised  a postal  service  with  a branch  office  at  Ichang  and  Rex  & Co.  acting  as  his 
Shanghai  agent,  thereby  establishing  a direct  Chungking-Shanghai  route.  In  1894,  Chungking  became  a 
member  of  the  Shanghai  Postal  System.  The  stamps  were  designed  by  R.  de  Villard. 

1129  1893  (c).  “Lee  Chung"  essay  (perf.  12)  in  brown-red  on  wove 

paper  with  diagonal  chop  in  red  and  part  circular  Chinkiang 
type  Postal  Service  h.s.  in  blue,  small  central  hole  otherwise 
fine.  A great  rarity  of  which  only  two  or  three  examples  are 
believed  to  exist.  Ex.  Kauder.  Signed  Livingston.  Cf.  Dougan, 

p.  74.  S.F.  400  $ 589.00 

HONG  KONG 

Queen  Victoria 

Hand-Painted  Essays 

1211  20c.,  50c.,  $1  and  $5  pen  and  ink  drawings  of  the  surcharges  and 

overprinted  enlarged  Chinese  character  with  outline  of  head 
and  perforations  drawn  in  pencil,  on  four  pieces  (two  creased) 
of  brown  tracing  paper,  labelled  “a”  to  “d”,  each  dated  “6. 

aug.  90”.  S.F.  3000  $1500.00 

Die  Proofs 

All  are  in  black  on  glazed  card  and  stamp  size  unless  otherwise  stated 


1220 


i 
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1215 

1220 

1221 

1262 

1263 

1265 

1268 

1270 

1273 

1275 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  161 


4c.,  6c.,  and  30c.,  inset  on  a thick  piece  of  card  (111  x 55  mm.). 

S.F.  750 

$ 

375.00 

6c.  on  card  92  x 60  mm.  (faint  stains  in  places)  marked  “before 
hardening”  and  dated  “5  mar  80”. 

S.F.  600 

S 

268.00 

10c.  affixed  to  piece  marked  “240  leads  No  2”,  dated  "May  25” 
and  additionally  dated  "July  \Ath  98”  and  a further  proof 
inset  into  thick  card  (41  x 52  mm.). 

S.F.  600 

$ 428.00 

King  Edward  VII 

Essays 

Photograph  (91  x 103  mm.)  of  the  hand  drawn  art  work  for  the 
value  tablets  and  vernacular  for  Ic.  to  $5,  as  issued  and  a 
photograph  of  the  4c.  as  issued  affked  to  card  (90  x 113  mm., 

stained  at  foot)  dated  “oct-1-1901”.  S.F.  300  $ 118.00 

Die  Proofs 


All  are  stamp  size  in  black  on  glazed  card 


Master  type  showing  much  of  the  design  and  surrounds  uncleared. 
Photo. 

2c.,  4c.  and  10c.,  each  mounted  on  separate  piece  (approx.  55  x 
55  mm.)  dated  "'Aug  1”,  '"Aug  8”  and  "Aug  14”  respectively, 
each  marked  “240  leads  and  6 extra"  each  further  dated  "Sep 
6th  06”  and  crossed  by  ink  line,  both  in  red. 

12c.,  50c.,  $2,  $3,  $5  and  $10,  all  frame  plate  only,  mounted  on 
card  (161  x 60  mm.),  dated  between  "Oct  3”  and  "Nov  10” 
and  marked  “240  leads  each  and  two  extra”,  further  dated 
"Nov  13.02”  with  red  ink  line  crossing  the  12c.  and  50c.  and 
the  extreme  corner  of  the  $3,  the  12c.  and  $5  with  ink  smudge. 


S.F.  500  $ 295.00 


S.F.  750  $ 214.00 


S.F.  1250  $ 509.00 


Overprinted  “SPECIMEN” 

Ic.  to  $5  and  1907-11  Ic.  to  $2  (the  2c.  handstamped  in  red,  the 
6c.  handstamped  in  violet  15  V2  x 1 V4  mm.),  together  with  King 
George  V 1912-21  Ic.  to  $5  with  both  25c.,  1931  3c.  and  5c. 
both  imperf.,  handstamped  I5V2  x 1%  mm.,  8c.  diagonally 
handstamped  in  blue  (17  x 3 mm.)  and  1933  12c.  imperforate 
and  perforated  “specimen”,  all  adhering  to  piece  of  paper 
(213  X 333  mm.),  some  with  dates  or  with  single  or  double 

fugitive  ink  notes.  S.F.  750  $ 884.00 


King  George  V 


Essays 

8c.  and  10c.  stamps  size  die  proofs  of  the  frame  only,  affked  to 
card  (114  x 88  mm.)  dated  "Jan  \9th.  12.”,  the  first  marked 
"A”  with  original  value  scratched/out  and  “8  cents”  painted 
in,  the  second  “b”  with  handpainted  value  tablet,  both  un- 
issued with  the  value  tablets  like  the  issued  20c.  and  6c.,  re- 
spectively. S.F.  1250  S 643.00 

Postage  Dues 

1923  Ic.,  2c.,  4c.,  6c.  and  10c.  stamp  size  die  proofs  in  black  on 
glazed  card,  affixed  to  card  (174  x 63  mm.),  dated  between 
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273 


“July  4th”  and  “July  I6th”  each  marked  ‘’100  + 4 leads” 
and  with  diagonal  red  line  (crossing  the  Ic.)  and  further 
marked  “Plate  only  31.8.23”.  Also  an  enlarged  photograph  of 
a rough  sketch  for  the  2c.  S.F.  600 

1276  — Ic.  imperforate  colour  trials  (5)  each  in  the  colour  of  the  issued 

stamp  on  piece  of  paper  (165  x 310  mm.)  headed  “Appendix”) 
and  dated  “20th  July  1923”  S.F.  700 


1 A. 


18 


i-19 


1420 


INDIA 

1854  Issues 


Essays  and  Proofs 

The  reference  numbers  in  squared  brackets  are  those  quoted  by  James  A.  Spence  in  Essays 
Reprints  of  the  1854  issue.  ” 

1413  April  V2a.  9y2  arches  essay  [76],  a corner  pair  in  a vivid  red 

shade,  from  the  lower  left  of  the  sheet.  S.G.  1,  £1300. 

1414  — y2a.  proof  in  red  on  E.I.C.  watermarked  paper  [120],  a very 

fine  marginal  block  of  six  showing  inscription,  positions  25-27, 

33-35  (types  1-3,  9-11),  position  35  has  a thin  but  superb 
appearance. 

1418  Sept.  2a.  impressions  from  the  die  taken  as  colour  trials,  on  thin 

laid  paper  mounted  on  card,  greyish  lilac  [40]  very  fine. 

1419  — ditto,  but  in  orange  [45]. 


S.F.  3000 

S.F.  1250 

S.F.  350 
S.F.  350 


$ 241.00 

$ 643.00 


Proofs  & 

$1929.00 

$1821.00 

$ 268.00 
$ 268.00 
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1420  — ditto,  but  in  deep  buff,  unlisted.  S.F.  350  $ 268.00 

1421  — on  wove  mounted  on  card,  lilac  rose  [53],  trace  of  thinning, 

attractive.  S.F.  350  $ 268.00 


U.S.  1890  Issue  Essays  at  Auction 

The  R.  A,  Siegel  auction  of  Dec.  13,  1983  contained  several  interesting  lots  of  the  5c 
Grant  design  of  the  1890  issue  as  follows,  with  prices  realized: 


Lot 

Est. 

Realized 

38  P 

5c  Black,  Grant  Large  Die  Essay  on  Ivory  (Brazer  223E-Db). 

63x77mm,  “Essay-March  1890  American  Bank  Note  Co.  N.Y.”  Impt. 
at  B.,  Fresh,  VF,  Scarce 

E.XII 

$675.00 

39  E 

5c  Scarlet,  Grant  Large  Die  Essay  on  Ivory  (Brazer  223E-Db). 
63x75mm,  “Essay-March  1890  American  Bank  Note  Co.  N.Y.”  Impt. 
at  B.,  Fresh,  VF,  Scarce 

E.XII 

$375.00 

40  E 

5c  Scarlet,  Grant  Large  Die  Essay  on  Ivory  (Brazer  223E-Db). 
64x76mm,  “Essay-March  1890  American  Bank  Note  Co.  N.Y.”  Impt. 
at  B.,  Fresh,  small  thins  at  T.  & B.  well  clear  of  design,  VF  Appear- 
ance, Scarce  

E.XI 

$160.00 

41  E 

5c  Black,  Grant  Large  Die  Essay  on  Ivory  (Brazer  223E-Fe).  64x75mm, 
“Essay-March  1890  American  Bank  Note  Co.  N.Y.”  Impt.  at  B., 
Fresh,  small  faults  well  clear  of  design,  VF  Appearance,  Scarce 

E.XII 

$260.00 

42  E 

5c  Scarlet,  Grant  Large  Die  Essay  on  Ivory  (Brazer  223E-Fe). 

64x77mm,  “Essay-March  1890  American  Bank  Note  Co.  N.Y.”  Impt. 
at  B.,  Fresh  minor  thins  well  clear  of  design.  VF  Appearance,  Scarce  . . 

E.XII 

$200.00 
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Secretary’s  Report 

by  DAVID  E.  McGUIRE,  Secretary 
RD  #4,  Colonial  Drive,  Katonah,  NY  10536 

Members  Admitted 

1645  Neil,  Randolph  L.,  P.O.  Box  7088,  Shawnee  Mission,  KS  66207 
(US  Bank  Note  Issues)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1646  Beers,  Edward  F.,  Jr.,  384-D  Golfview  Rd.,  No.  Palm  Beach,  FL  33408 
(Souvenir  Cards)  by  Curtis  D.  Radford 

1647  Mosby,  Carletta  E.,  11621  Puritan  Ave.,  Cleveland,  OH  44105 
(Souv.  Cards  & Engravings)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1648  Fosbery,  John,  52  St.  Leonards  Rd.,  Newton  Abbott,  Devon  TQ12  IJX,  Great  Britain 
(Brazil)  by  Barbara  R.  Mueller 

1649  Fraley,  William  S.,  231  N.  Beachwood  Dr.,  Burbank,  CA  91506 
(Souvenir  Cards)  by  Curtis  D.  Radford 

1650  Lyon,  Gary  J.,  P.O.  Box  450,  Bathurst,  E2A  3Z4,  Canada 
(Dealer)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1651  Potter,  Vern,  23317  Henry  Court,  Torrance,  CA  90505 

(Souv.  Cards,  Obs.  Paper  Money  & Checks)  by  Curtis  D.  Radford 

1652  Wilcox,  Peter,  17181  Ash  St.,  Apt.  B,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 
(Cinderella  Material)  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1653  Jackson,  John  W.,  32  Gregory  Lane,  Warren,  NJ  07060 
(Souv.  Cards  & Comm.  Panels)  by  Curtis  D.  Radford 

1654  CinaUi,  John,  Sr.,  2775  E.  12th  St.,  Brooklyn,  NY  11235 
(Souv.  Cards,  Paper  Money  & Coins)  by  Curtis  D.  Radford 

Member  Reinstated 

1527  Wolka,  Wendell,  Box  366,  Hinsdale,  IL  60521 

Member  Deceased 


1121  Clain-Stefanelli,  Vladimir 


1415  Aronwits,  Dr.  M.  H. 


Resignations 


1336  Gaylord,  Henry  H.,  Ill 


Change  of  Address 

1328  Gahl,  Norman,  to  Provenza  217-223,  Barcelona  8,  Spain 

1209  Davis,  Richard  H.,  to  56  S.  Patterson  Ave.,  #108,  Santa  Barbara,  CA  93111 

1529  Vorhies,  Jack  M.,  to  399  No.  Madison  Ave.,  Greenwood,  IN  46142 


Because  of  the  gratifying  influx  of  articles  and  reports  written  by  members  other  than 
the  Editor,  the  next  installment  of  her  study  of  “U.S.  Essays  or  Photographs  of 
Essays?  A Study  in  Philatelic  Semantics”  will  be  delayed  until  the  next  issue. 
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SPECIAL  OFFER 

A Limited  Supply  of  the  18-Page  Booklet 
“THE  FIRST  U.S.  NATIONAL  BANK  NOTES” 
by  Thomas  F.  Morris  II 
is  now  available  for  $7.50  each  postpaid  from 
David  E.  McGuire,  Sec.-Treas.,  Essay-Proof  Society 
RD  #4,  Colonial  Drive  Katonah,  NY  10536 

This  fully  illustrated  study  of  '*The  Events  of  1863”  is  a reprint  of 
the  Morris  study  first  published  in  Journals  79-8 f 1963-64,  It  deals 
with  Spencer  Clark's  design  proposals y contracts  with  the  printers y 
the  designers  and  engravers  of  the  noteSy  and  a history  of  the  Conti- 
nental Bank  Note  Co, 

Good  and  useful  reading  for  the  National  Bank  Note  Collector, 


COMPREHENSIVE  STOCK  OF 

U.S.  (and  few  B.N.A.)  ESSAYS 

(especially  1851-57,  1869  and  Banknotes) 
and  PROOFS  (including  Trial  Colors) 
and  SPECIMEN  Overprints 
Available  to  you  an  approval 
Your  specific  want  list  appreciated. 

Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 

SPA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  APS 
CSA  Phone  (617)  523-2522  EPS 
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SPECIAL  OPPORTUNITY  TO  ACQUIRE 

A COMPLETE  SET  OF  THE 
ESSAY-PROOF  JOURNAL 


Volume  1,  Number  1 to  date. 

40  years  of  significant  philatelic  & numismatic /syngraphic 

research  and  journalism, 

articles  & listings  which  comprise  the  foundation  of  the 

essay /proof  specialty. 

For  further  information  and  price,  consult 


David  E.  McGuire,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Essay-Proof  Society 

RD  m.  Colonial  Drive  Katonah,  NY  10536 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦★♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦★♦♦♦♦He********************** 

ONLY  ONE  SET  AVAILABLE ! 

Prospective  buyers  should  not  delay  contacting  Mr.  McGuire  . 
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FOR  THE  DISCERNING 
COLLECTOR  AND  VENDOR 


Proofs  and  Specimen  Stamps 


POSTAL  HISTORY  AND  SPECIALISED 
MATERIAL  OF  ALL  COUNTRIES 
CO  VERS  FINE  STAMPS 


WHEN  IN  LONDON  VISIT  OUR  SHOWROOMS  AND  OFFICES. 


ENQUIRIES  ARE  INVITED— ENSURE  THAT  YOUR  NAME  AND 
INTEREST  ARE  RECORDED  IN  OUR  REGISTER  OF  SPECIALISTS. 


IF  YOU  ARE  CONSIDERING  SELLING  YOU  WOULD  BE  WELL  ADVISED  TO 
CONSULT  US.  WE  ARE  RECOGNISED  LEADING  BUYERS  OF  ALL  TYPES 
OF  PHILATELIC  MATERIAL  AND  OUR  VALUATION  SERVICES  ARE 
RENOWNED— BOTH  FOR  STAMPS  AND  POSTAL  HISTORY— AND 
WHETHER  YOU  ARE  CONSIDERING  DISPOSAL  OF  EITHER  PART  OR  THE 
WHOLE  OF  YOUR  COLLECTION,  OR  INDEED  IF  YOU  HAVE  AN  AC- 
CUMULATION OR  MAKE  AN  ORIGINAL  ‘FIND’  YOU  ARE  INVITED  TO  SEEK 
OUR  ADVICE.  PAYMENTS  ARE  IMMEDIATE  ON  ACCEPTANCE  OF  OUR 
EXPERTS’  ASSESSMENT  AND  YOU  ARE  ASSURED  OF  A SPEEDY  AND 
PLEASANT  TRANSACTION. 


Our  services  are  recognised  by  the  Legal  Profession  for  PROBATE  purposes  and  by  Lloyds 
and  Eagle  Star  amongst  other  leading  companies  for  INSURANCE  assessments. 

Remember  it  is  in  your  interest  to  deal  with  EXPERTS  and  our  reputation  is  your  best 

guarantee  of  complete  satisfaction. 

A tikln  LtMihA^ 

55  NEW  BOND  STREET,  LONDON  W1Y  9DG 
Telephone:  01-499  1781/2 
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Proofs  and  Essays  a Spocialty 


We  know  the  field 
We  know  the  market 
We  have  the  material 


Die  Proofs. ..Plate  Proofs 
Trial  Color  Proofs... Atlantas 
Regular  Issues. ..Back  Of 
The  Book... Essays 


Attendance  at  Most  Major 
Philatelic  Events 
Philip  T.  Bansner... 

Albert  F.  Chang 
William  T.  Crowe... 

Steven  J.  Rosen 


THE  EMPIRE  GROUP,  INC. 
P.O.  BOX  2529 
WEST  LAWN,  PA  19609 
(215)  678-5000 


Send  us  your  name  for  our  mailing  list 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  >give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  in  your  field.  . . . 


700  SPRINGMILL  STREET 
MANSFIELD,  OHIO  44903 


Our  expertise 

IN  BUYING  OR  SELLING 

essays,  proofs,  or  kindred  material  our 

experience  can  help  you. 


Our  Specialist  team  gives  personal, 
individual  attention  to  sorting  and  lotting 
collections,  having  particular  interest  and 
knowledge  in  this  specialised  field  of 
collecting. 


If  your  collecting  interests  are  limited,  our 
Busy  Buyer’s  Service  could  help  you.  You 
receive  only  catalogues  or  cuttings  you 
require  and  not  all  the  unnecessary 
information  about  countries  you  do  not 
collect. 

Send  for  details. 

ROBSON  LOWE  LIMITED 


a member  of  the  Christies  International  Group 
47  Duke  St.,  St.  James’s,  London  SWIY  6QX 
Cables:  “Stamps  London  SWl”  Telex:  916429 

V.A.T.  No.  323/6208/55 


cg«^ 


SELL  TO  THE  WORLD  THROLGH 


HARMERS 

INTERNATIONAL 


When  you  are  ready  to  sell  your  proofs  . . . Harmers  makes 
that  important  difference! 


Since  1918,  Harmers  International,  the  world's  leading 
stamp  auctioneers,  have  brought  down  the  hammer  on 
most  of  the  world's  finest  collections. 

Close  liaison  between  our  Galleries  in  New  York,  San  Fran- 
cisco, London,  and  Sydney  means  that  your  stamps  are  sold 
to  maximum  advantage  in  the  proper  market  . . . 

From  the  addresses  below,  choose  the  Gallery  most  conven- 
ient to  you.  Each  offers  the  same  personalized  attention  and 
superb  philatelic  services  that  include  liberal  advances,  ap- 
praisals, and  the  unique  Harmer  Guarantee  Plan. 

Whether  you  have  a large  number  of  pieces  or  rare  single 
items,  write,  or  phone  today  for  details  about  inclusion  in 
upcoming  sales. 


6 West  48th  Street  49  Geary  Street 

New  York,  N.Y.  10036  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

(212)  757-4460  (415)  391-8244 

(212)  869-5400  (as  of  7/19/82) 

London,  England  & Sydney,  Australia 


